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had time to hear from the ten-thousandth part of 
them. - 

The treaty was rejected by the Senate; but so 
a prehensive was the Senator of immediate war, 
that, besides keeping the detachments of the army 
and navy at their posts, a messenger was despatch- 
ed with a eens letter to Mexico, and, as 
report said, the offer of a large sum of money to 

urchase peace from her, by inducing her to treat 
ora erry which would leave Texas within 
our limits. This was report: and I would not 





mention it, if the Senator was not present to con- || 


tradict it, if not correct. Report at the time said 
from five to ten millions of dollars: from one of 
Mr. Shannon’s letters, we mal set it down at ten 
millions. Be it either sum, it will show that the 
Senator was then secretly willing to pay an im- 
mense sum to pacify Mexico, although he now 
declares that he does not know how he will vote 
in relation to the three millions responsibly asked 
by Mr. Polk. 

The Secretary knew that he had made war with 
Mexico—that in accepting the gage three times 
laid down, he had joined an issue which that com- 
pound of Celticand Roman blood, called Spanish, 
would redeem. I knew it, and said it on this 
floor, in secret session—for I did not then choose 
to say it in public—that if there was but pne man 
of that blood in all Mexieo, and he no bigger than 
General Tom Thumb, he would fight. Senators 
will recollect it. [{Mr. Maneum nodded assent. ]} 

Inow come to the last act in this tragedy of 
errors—the alternative resolutions adopted b 
Congress in the last days of the session of 1844- 
*45, and in the last moments of Mr. Tyler’s 
Administration. A resolve, single and absolute, 
for the admission of Texas as a State of this 
Union, had been made by the House of Repre- 
sentatives; it came to this body; and an alternative 
resolution was added, subject to the choice of the 
President, authorizing negotiations for the admis- 
sion, and apprepriating $100,000 to defray the 
expenses of these negotiations. A Senator from 
North Carolina, not now a member of this body, 
but who I_ have the pleasure to see sitting near 
me, [Mr. Haywood,] knows all about that alter- 
native resolution, and his country owes him good 
thanks for his labors about it. It was considered 
by everybody, that the choice between these reso- 
lutions belonged to the new President, who had 
been elected with a special view to the admission 
of Texas, and who was already in the city, await- 
ing the morning of the 4th of March to enter upon 
the execution of his duties, and upon whose Ad- 
ministration all the evils of a mistake in the choice 
of these resolutions were to fall. We all ex- 
pees the question to be left open to the new 

resident; and so strong was that expectation, 
and so strong the feeling against the decency or 
propriety of interference on the part of the ex- 
piring Administration, to snatch this choice out 
of the hands of Mr. Polk, that, on a mere sug- 
gestion of the possibility of such a proceeding, 
in a debate on this floor, a Senator standing in the 
relation personally, and politically, and locally to 
feel for the honor of the then Secretary of State, 
declared they would not have the audacity to do 
it. Audacity was his word: and that was the dec- 
laration of a gentleman of honor and patriotism, 
no longer a member of this body, but who has 


the respect and best wishes of all who ever knew 
him. I speak of Mr. McDuffie, and quote his 
words as heard at the time, and as since printed 


and published by others. Mr. McDuffie was mis- 


taken! They did have the audacity! They did || fore the 3d of March, despatched by the then | 


do it, or rather, HE did it, [looking at Mr. Can- 


nothing, in anything that related to the Texas || of Texas, was the direct cause of the war with |) that! 
Mexico in which we are now engaged. Like the | 
flight of Antony, it broke up the plans of all | 
med the door upon negotia- 
through the agent, Murphy, — his right to |} tion, put an end to all chance for accommodation, 
e broke up the camp on the Sabine, sent the troops 
towards Mexico, and lit up the war. Like Antony 
and Helen, he made the war; unlike Antony, he | 
does not stand to it; but, copying rather the con- 


question, from the time of the arrival of his Secre- 
tary of State. His last act, in relation to Texas, 
was the answer which Mr. Nelson gave for him 


lend our forces to the President of Texas to fight 
the Mexicans while we were at with them: 
the reversal of that answer by his new Secretary 
was the extinction of his power over the Texas 


question. He, the then Secretary of State, the '' d 
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{ 
present Senator from South Carolina, to whom I 
address myself, did it. On Sunday, the second day 
| of March,—that day which preceded the last day 
|| of his authority—and on that day, sacred to peace— 
the council sat that acted on the resolutions;— 
|| and in the darkness of a night howling with the 
|| storm, and battling with the elements, as if Heaven 
| warred upon the audacious act, (for well do I re- 
| member it,) the fatal messenger was sent off which 
| carried the selected resolution to Texas. The exit 
| of the Secretary from office, and the start of the 
messenger from Washington, were coetaneous— 


bered together. The act was then done: Texas was 
ly admitted: all the consequences of admission were 
| incurred—and especially that consequence which 
| Mr. de Bocanegra had denounced, and which our 
|, Secretary had accepted—WAR. The state of war 
| was established—the status belli was created—and 
| that by the operation of our own Constitution, as 
wellas by the final declaration of Mexico: for Texas 


of protecting her, devolved upon the President of 
the United States. The selection of the absolute 
| resolution exhausted our action: the alternative 
resolution for negotiation was defunct; the only 
mode of admission was the absolute one, and it 
| made war. The war was made to Mr. Polk’s 





stitutional duty to protect Texas at the expense of 
| war with Mexico: and to that point, all events 
rapidly tended. The Mexican Minister, General 
Almonte, who had returned to Washington city 
after the rejection of the vey of annexation, de- 
manded his passports, and left the United States. 


| country left the other, as far as they could: angry 
denunciations filled the press of each country: and 


his reception was refused. The state of war ex- 


| the single circumstance of bloodshed, existed at 
the accession of Mr. Polk; and the two countries, 





when a minister was sent from the United States, | 
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combat he has provoked! and, worse than Paris, 
he endeavors to draw along with him, in his own 
unhappy flight, the whole American host. Paris 
fled alone at the sight of Menelaus: the Senator 
from South Carolina urges us all to fly at the sight 
of Santa Ana. And, it may be, that worse than 


| Paris again, he may refuse to return to the field, 


| twinacts—which come together, and will be remem- | 


then being admitted into the Union, the war with || 
|| her extended to the whole Union; and the duty | 


Paris went back under the keen reproach of Hec- 
tor, and tried to fight. 
“ Fur thee the soldier bleeds, the matron mourns, 
“ind wasteful war in all ils fury burns.”’ 

Stung with this just and keen rebuke—this vivid 
picture of the ruin he had made—Paris returned to 
the field, and tried to fight: and now, it remains to 
be seen whether the Senator from South Care- 
lina can do the same, on the view of the ruin which 
he has made: and, if not, whether he cannot, at 
least, cease to obstruct the arms of others—cease 
to labor to involve the whole army in his own un- 

| manly retreat. 

Upon the evidence now given, drawn from his 
| public official acts alone, he stands the undisputed 
author and architect of that calamity. History 
will so write him down. lense Hisrory, 


| with her pen of iron and tablets of brass, will so 


| write him down: and two thousand years hence, 


| hands: his Administration came into existence || 
| with the war upon its hands, and under the con- | 


/and three thousand years hence, the boy at his 
lesson shall Jearn it in the book, that as Helen was 
| the cause of the Trojan, and Antony the cause of 
the Roman civil war, and Lord Nerth made the 
_war of the Revolution, just so certainly is Jonn 
| C. Catuoun the author of the present war between 
| the United States and Mexico. 
| Henow sets up for the character of pacificator— 
| with what justice, let the further fact proclaim 


'| which I now expose. Three hundred newspapers, 
| 


The land forces whieh had been advanced to the | 
| Sabine, were further advanced to Corpus Christi: | 
the Mexican troops moved towards the Rio Grande: | 
the fleet which remained at Vera Cruz, continued |, 
there: commerce died out: the citizens of each || 


isted legally: all the circumstances of war, except | 


Mexico and the United States, stood in a relation | 


to each other impossible to be continued. The 
march upon the Rio Grande brought on the con- 


flict-—made the collision of arms—but not the war. | 
| 


The war was ramperens organized, established by 
| the Secretary of 

| ment. It was his legacy to the Democracy, and 
| to the Polk Administration—his last gift to them, 
| in the moment of taking a long farewell. And 


tate, before he left the depart- | 


| how he sets up for a man of peace, and throws all | 
the blame of war upon Mr. Polk, to whom he be- | 


queathed it. 


| in the summer of 1844, in the pay of the Admin- 
| istration and Department of State, spoke the senti- 
| ments of the Department of State, and pursued as 
traitors to the United States all who were for the 
neaceable annexation of Texas by setiling the 
oundary line of Texas with Mexico simultane- 
ously with the annexation. Here is the instruc- 
tion under which the three hundred acted: 

As the conductor of the official journal here, he has re- 


| quested me to answer it, (your letter,) which request I com- 


| ply with readily.”’ 
j * * * 


Cicero says that Antony, flying from Rome to | 


| the camp of Cesar in Cisalpine Gaul, was the 
cause of the civil war which followed—as much so 
as Helen was of the Trojan war. 


Ut Helena Tro- || 


janis, sic iste hwie reipublica causa belli—causa pestis | 


atque exitii fuit. He says that that flight put an 


end to all chance of accommodation; closed the | 
door to all conciliation; broke up the plans of all | 
peaceable men; and by inducingyCesar to break | 


up his camp in Gaul, and march across the Rubi- 


con, lit up the flames of civil war in Italy. In like | 


manner, I say that the flight of the winged mes- 
senger from this capital on the Sunday night be- 


| 


ther, Secretary of State, in the expiring moment of his | 
HOUN;] for it is incontestable that Mr. Tyler was || power, and bearing his fatal choice to the capital | 


peaceable men, 


* * * * * 


*¢ With regard to the course of your paper, you can take 
| the tone of the Administration fromthe * * * * *, 
| think, however, and would recommend that you would con- 
fine yourself to attacks upon Benton, showing that he has 
allied himself with the Whigs on the Texas question. Quote 
Jackson’s letter on Texas, where he denounces all those as 
traitors to the country who oppose the treaty. Apply it to 
Benton. Proclaim that Benton, by attacking Mr. Tyler and 
his friends, and driving them from the party, is aiding the 
election of Mr. Clay; and charge him with doing this to. de- 
feat Mr. Polk, and insure himself the succession in 1848; 
and claim that full justice be done to the acts and motives 
of Jobn Tyler by the leaders. Harp upon these strings. Do 
not propose the union; ‘ it is the business of the Democrats 
to do this, and arrange it to our perfectsatisfaction.’ I quote 
here from our leading friend at the South. Such is the course 
which I recommend, and which you can pursue or not, ac- 
cording to your real attachment to the Administration.” 

7 * * * * * * 


“ Look out for my leader of to-morrow as an indicator, 
and regard this letter as of the most strict and inviolate con- 
fidence of character.”’ 

I make no comment on this letter, nor read the 
other parts of it: a time will come for that. It is an 
original, and will keep, and will prove itself. I 
merely read a paragraph now to show with what 
| justice the person who was in the Department of 
| State when these three hundred newspapers in its 
pay were thus attacking the men of peace, now sets 
up for the character of paeificator ! 

Mr. Catnoun. Does he intend to say that I 
ever wrote such a letter? 

Mr. Benton. [ read it. I say nothing. 

Mr. Catnoun. I never wrote such a letter as 


Mr. Benton. I have not said so. 
Mr. Carwoun. I take this occasion to say 
that I never exercised the slightest influence over 
that paper. I never had the slightest connexion 
|| with it. I never wasa subscriber to it, and I very 
\| rarely read it. 
Mr. Bewrow. It was the work of one of the 
of the Administration, not John Jones, not 


uct of the paramour of Helen, he flies from the '' the Madisonian; and the instruction was foliowed 
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by three hundred newspapers in the pay of the || 


Department of State.* 


{ have now finished what I proposed to say, at || 


this time, in relation to the authorship of this war. | 
I confine myself to the official words and acts of 
the Senator, and rely upon them to show that he, 
and not Mr. Polk, is the author of this calamity. 
But, while thua presenting him as the author of 
the war, | do not believe that war was his object, 
but only an incident to his object; and that all his 
conduct in relation to the admission of Texas re- 
fers itself to the periods of our Presidential elec- 
tions, and to some connexion with those elections, 
and explains his activity and inactivity on those 
oceasions. Thus, in May, 1836, when he was in 
such hot and violent haste for immediate admission, 
the election of that year wasimpending, and Mr. 
Van Buren, the Democratic candidate; and if the 
Texas question could then have been brought up, 
he might have been shoved aside just as easily as 
he was afterwards in 1844, This may explain his 
activity in 1536. In 1840, the Senator from South 
Carolina was a sort of a supporter of Mr. Van 
juren, and might have thought that one good turn 
deserves another; and so nothing was said about 
Texas at that election—dangerous as was the least 
delay four years before: and this may explain 
the inactivity of 1840. The election of 1844 was 
coming on, and the Senator from South Caro- 
lina was on the turf himself; and then the Texas 
question, with all its dangers and alarms, which 
had so accommodatingly postponed themselves for 
seven good years, suddenly woke up; and with an 
activity and vigor proportioned to its long repose. 
Instant admission, at all hazards, and at the ex- 
yense of renewing hostilities between Mexico and 
Texas, and involving the United States in them, 
became indispensable—necessary to our own sal- 
vation—a clear case of self-defence; and then com- 
menced all those machinations which ended in the 
overthrow of Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Clay for 
the Presidency, and in producing the present war 
with Mexico; but without making the Senator 
President. And this may explain his activity in 
i844. Now, another Presidential election is ap- 
proaching; and if there is any trath in the rule 
which interprets certain gentlemen’s declarations 
by their contraries, he will be a candidate again; 
and this may explain the reason of the production 
of that swing of resolutions which the Senator laid 
upon the table last week; and upon which he has 
required us to vote instantly, as he did in the sud- 
den Texas movement of 1836, and with the same 
magisterial look and attitude. The Texas slave 
question has gone by—the Florida slave question 
has gone by—there is no chance for it now in any 
of its old haunts: hence the necessity for a new 
theatre of agitation, even if we have to goas far as 
California for it, and before we have got Califor- 
nia, And thus, all the Senator’s conduct in rela- 
tion to Texas, though involving his country in 
war, may have had no other object than to govern 
a Presidential election. 
Our northern friends have exceeded my hopes 
and expectations in getting themselves and the 


Union safe through the Texas and Florida slave | 


een, and are entitled to a little repose. So 
ar from that, they are now to be plunged into a 
California slave question, long before it could 
arise of itself, if ever. 


laid on the table by the Senator from South Caro- 


lina is to raise a new slave question on the borders | 


of the Pacific Ocean, which, upon his own princi- 
ples, cannot soon occur, if ever. 


weaty to be got by sitting out the Mexicans on a 
ine of occupation, At the same time, he shows 
that he knows that 
game, and shows that they sat it out, and fought 


it out, for 800 years, against the M . me 
half their country. By-the-by, oors occupying 


that is enough; one hundred y 
such a matter. The Spaniards held out 700 years 
eo the Moors, holding half their countr 
against the Visigoths, occupying the 
the other half; and, what is more material, whipped 


them both out at the end of the time. This is a | 
poor chance for California on the Senator’s rin- | 
ciples. His five regiments would be whipped out | 
in a fraction of the time; but no matter; men || 
contend more violently for nothing than for some- | 


thing, and if he can get up a California slave ques- 





The string of resolutions | 


Spanish blood is good at that | 


it was only 700; but | 
years is no object in | 


ys and | 
alf of || 


ee | 
* The letter was not written in Washington. 
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tion now, it will answer all the purposes of a || when the strife was between nations, and when the 


reality, even if the question should never arise in | 


point of fact. 


wrong in 1819, in giving away Texas—wrong in 


1836, in his sudden and hot haste to get her back— {| 


wrong in all his machinations for bringing on the 
Texas question of 1844—wrong in breaking up the 
armistice and peace negotiations between Mexico 
and Texas—wrong in secretly sending the army and 


United States, with leave to fight them against a 
Power with whom we were at peace—wrong In 
writing to Mexico that he took Texas in view of all 


possible consequences, meaning war—wrong in se- | 
cretly offering Mexico, at the same time, ten mil- | 


lions of dollars to hush up the war which he had 
created—wrong now in refusing Mr. Polk three 
millions to aid in getting out of the war which he 
made—wrong in throwing the blame of this war of 


his own making upon the shoulders of Mr. Polk— | 
wrong in his retreat and occupation line of policy— | 
wrong in expelling old Father Ritchie from the || 
Senate, who worked so hard for him during the || 


‘Texas annexation—and more wrong now than 
ever, in that string of resolutions which he has laid 


upon the table, and in which, as Sylla saw in the | 


young Casar many Mariuses, so do I see in them 
many nullifications. 

In a picture of so many and such dreadful errors, 
itis hard to specify the worst, or to dwell upon 
any one to the exclusion of the rest; but there is one 
feature in this picture of enormities which seems 
entitled to that distinction: I allude to the pledge 
upon which the armistice and the peace negotia- 
tions between Mexico and ‘Texas were broken up 
in 1844, and those two countries 
state of war,and ourselves involved in the contest. 
The story is briefly told, and admits of no dispute. 


| The letter of 17th of January is the accusing record, 


from which there is no escape. Its awful words 
cannot be read now without freezing up the blood: 
‘*It is known to you that an armistice exists be- 


| ‘tween Mexico and Texas, and that negotiations | 
‘for peace are now going on under the mediation 
_‘of two powerful sovereigns, mutually friendly. 


‘If we yield to your solicitation to be annexed to 


‘the United States, under these circumstances, we || 
‘shall draw upon ourselves a fresh invasion from | 
‘ Mexico, incur the imputation of bad faith, and | 


‘lose the friendship and respect of the two great 
* mediating Powers. Now, will you, in the event 
‘ of our acceding to your request, step between us 


‘and Mexico, and take the war off our hands?” | 
This was the letter, and the terrible question with || 
Mr. Upshur, to whom it was | 
In the forty days | 


which it concluded. 
addressed, gave it no answer. 
that his life was spared, he gave it no answer. 


United States, 
tion for annexation. 


gave the pledge to the whole extent that Texas 


asked it. Without, in the least, denying the | 


knowledge of the armistice, and the negotiations for 


| peace, and all the terrible consequences which 
He will not take | 
the country by conquest—only by treaty—and that || 


were to result from their breach, he accepts the 
whole, and gives the fatal pledge which his prede- 


_cessors had refused; and follows it up by send- 
| ing our troops and ships to fight a people with 


whom we were at peaee—the whole veiled by the 
mantle of gecrecy, and pretexted by motives 
as unfounded as they were absurd. Now, what 
says morality and Christianity to this conduct? 


. 


Certainly, if 


them under an agreement to submit to an amicable 


settlement; and while the settlement was going on, || A , 
| another man, lying behind a hedge, should secret- || him. It was my last officia] act of any importance 


ly instigate one of the a, break off the | 
| agreement and renew the st 


take the fight off his hands if he did: what would 
morality and Christianity say to this? Surely 
the malediction of all good men would fall upon 


_the man who had interfered to renew the strife. 


And if this would be the voice of all good men in 


those on whom it ought justly to rest. 


_ nished this evidence. 


ut back into a | 


The Senator from South || 
Carolina came into the Department of State, pro- | 
cured the reversal of the President’s decision, and | 


, and promise to | 


_ renewal of it was to involve a third nation in the 


; | contest, and such a war as we now have with our 
The Senator from South Carolina has been wrong | 


in all this business, from beginning to ending— | 


sister republic of Mexico? ‘Thisis the feature which 
stands out in the awful picture: this is the question 
which now presents itself to the moral sense of 
the civilized world, in judging the conduct of the 
Senator from South Carolina in writing that letter 
of the 11th of April, 1844, aggravated by now 


throwing upon another the blame of a war for 
| which he then contracted. 

navy to fight Mexico while we were at peace with | 
her—wrong in secretly appointing the President of |, 
Texas president general of the army and navy of the | 


Mr. Benton having concluded— 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said: 

One thing, Mr. President, at least, may be infer. 
red from the unprovoked attack of the Senator 
and the great solicitude he evinced to trace the au. 


_thorship of the war to me—and that is, that the 


war is unpopular. There can be no mistake. He 
felt that the tide of public sentiment had turned 


‘ againstit, and hence the anxiety exhibited to place 


its responsibility on my shoulders, and take it from 
, ‘ Had he 
supposed the opposite—had he believed that the 
war was necessary and unavoidable, and that its 
termination would be successful—I am the last 
man to whom he would attribute any agency in 
causing it. [am gratified that the Senator has fur- 
It affords reasonable hope, 
that those who are responsible for it will exert 
themselves, and I hope with success, to bring it to 
a speedy termination. 

He traces the authorship to me, because, as he 
asserts, | am the real author of the annexation of 
Texas, and that annexation is the real cause of the 
‘war. I4rust, Mr. President, there will be no dis- 
| pute hereafter as to who is the real author of an- 
nexation. Less than twelve months since, I had 
many competitors for that honor: the official organ 
here claimed, if my memory serves me, a large 
share for Mr. Polk and his Administration, and 
| not less than half a dozen competitors from other 
"quarters claimed to be the real authors. But now, 
| since the war has become unpopular, they all seem 
| to agree that I, in reality, am the author of annexa- 
tion. I will not put the honor aside. 1 may now 
rightfully and indisputably claim to be the author 
of that reat event—an event which has so much 
extended the domains of the Union, which has 
added so largely to its productive powers, which 
| promises so greatly to extend its commerce, which 

es stimulated its industry, and given security to 
our most exposed frontier. I take pride to myself 
as being the author of this great event. 

But the Senator objects that I so conducted the 
| question of annexation as necessarily to lead to 
the war. On what does he rest this charge? He 
rests it on the ground that I selected the resolution 
as it came from the House of Representatives, as 
the basis of the annexation, instead of giving the 
Texan Government the choice between the House 


| resolution and the amendment of the Senate origi- 
Mr. Nelson, his temporary successor, gave it an |! 


answer; and, speaking for the President of the | 
ositively refused to take annexa- || 
| tion on the awful terms proposed. This answer | 
| was sent to Texas, and put an end to all negotia- | 


nally moved by the Senator himself. He com- 
plained bitterly that the Senate resolution passed 
at the very heel of the session, under the expecta- 
tion that it would be carried into effect by the 
| present Administration, then just coming into pow- 
er, and not by Mr. Tyler’s Administration, then 
about to expire, had not been adopted. 
He seemed to think that the then Administration 
had no right to act upon it, and that, undertaking 
to do so, was depriving its successor of some of its 
rights. He accused me of ae with the greatest 
promptness. The fact is so. he resolution, if I 
recollect, was signed by the late President about 
| the first of March. I saw the importance of acting 
| promptly, and advised the President to act with- 
‘out delay, that he had the constitutional right of 
| doing so, and that I deemed it necessary that he 
should act in order effectually to secure the suc- 
"cess of a measure which had originated with his 
"Administration. His Cabinet were summoned the 


two individuals were engaged in || next day, and concurred in the opinion. That 
_ strife, and two others should part them, and put | 


_night I prepared the despatch for Mr. Donelson, 
one ann in Texas, and the next day, late in the 
evening of the third of March, it was forwarded to 
_as Secretary of State. 

I sel the resolution of the House in prefer- 
ence to the amendment of which the Senator from 
Missouri was the author, because I cl saw, 
not only that it was every way rable, but = 
only certain mode by which annexation could 
effected. My reasons for thinking so were fully 





the case of mere individuals, what would it-}, |! set forth in my despatch, which may be found 
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among the public documents accompanying the | 
first annual message of the present Executive. | 
They will speak for themselves, they never have 
been controverted, and never can be successfully. 
Indeed, I never considered the Senator’s amend- 
ment as expressing the deliberate sense either of 
the Senate or House of Representatives. It is well 
known that he, and a few of his friends, had the | 
ywer of greatly embarrassing the passage of the 
resolutions of the House, if not of defeating them; 
and that his amendment was moved, not so much 
as an improvement of the resolutions, as to gratify 
him and them. That the course I adopted did se- 
cure the annexation, and that it was indispensable | 
for that purpose, I have high authority in my pos- 
session—that which all would admit to be the 
highest, if I could with propriety introduce it; and 
for this prompt and decided act, if for nothing else, | 
] might claim the authorship of annexation. 
Now, can anything be more absurd than the | 
assertion that the war with Mexico resulted from | 
selecting the House resolution, instead of the 
amendment of the Senator? He has ventured the | 
bold assertion, without the shadow of an argument | 
to sustain it. What possible difference could it | 
make with Mexico, eda the annexation was || 
made upon one or the other? Why should the || 
one not be as offensive to her as the other? In- 
deed, [doubt much whether, even to this day, the | 
Government of Mexico knows whether the reso- 
lution was passed with or without an alternative. 
Such is the baseless ground on which he has 
charged me with being the author of the war. I 
had heard, for several days past, that he had pre- 
pared to make an elaborate attack on me. Some 
of my friends asked, rather jestingly, if I did not | 
expect to be annihilated. After these givings out, | 
and such laborious preparation, I did suppose the | 
Senator would make some show of a formidable 
charge; but of all the attacks I have ever witness- 
ed, in this or any other legislative body, I have | 
never known one so empty and ridiculous. Every 
one of his charges is founded either in gross error | 
or partial statement of facts, or on some forced and || 
absurd conclusion. I may begin with the very | 
first that he made. He had the assurance to assert, | 
in the presence of the Senate, that I was the first 
to introduce the question, who was the real author 
or cause of this war. Now, I appeal to every Sen- 
ator, and every other foliivibent whee was present 
on the occasion, whether the Senator from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Turney] did not first charge me with | 
being the author of this war, and whether [ did 
not limit myself to repelling his charge, by show- 





| tions for the acquisition. 
| before, extinguished the Indian title to large tracts 


jects, had not been issued, the Executive would 
have been guilty of great dereliction of duty. 

The Florida treaty, forming another subject of 
attack, figured also on that occasion, in connexion 
with annexation; and what he has said now is but 
a repetition of what he said then. He then, as 
now, made me responsible for that treaty, although 
I was but one of six members of Mr. Monroe’s 
Cabinet, and the youngest of its members—respon- | 
sible, without advancing a particle of proof that I 
even gave it my support or approbation. He rests 
the charge on some disclaimer, as it seems, that the 
then Secretary of State [Mr,. Adams] has, at some 
time, made, that he was not responsible for the 
treaty. The Senator may be right as to that; but 
how can ‘that, by any possibility, show that I 
was responsible? But I am prepared to take my 
full share of responsibility as a member of Mr. 


agency in forming the treaty, or influence in in- 
ducing the Cabinet to adoptit. I then thought, and 


| still think ita good treaty; and so thought the Sen- 
ate of the United States; for, if my memory does | 


not deceive me, it received every vote of the Sen- 
ate. [A Senator: ‘‘ Yes, every voite.”] 
received the unanimous vote of the Senate, prompt- 
ly given. Of course, if that treaty was the cause 
of the war with Mexico, as the Senator seems to 
suppose, this body is as much the author and cause 


| of the war, as the individual on whom he is now 
| SO anxious to fix it. 


I have said it is a good treaty, not without due 
reflection. We acquired much by it. It gave us 


| Florida—an acquisition not only important in itself, 
' but also in reference to the whole southwestern 


frontier. There was, at that time, four powerful 
tribes of Indians, two of whom—the Creeks and 
the Choctaws—were contiguous to Florida, and the 
two others—the Chickasaws and Cherokees—were 
adjoining. They were the most numerous and 
powerful tribes in the United States, and, from their 


| position, were exposed to be acted on and excited 


against us from Florida. It was important that 
this state of things should terminate, which could 
only be done by obtaining the possession of Flor- 
ida. 

But there were other and powerful considera- 
We had, a short time 


of country in Alabama, Mississippi, and Georgia, 
lying upon streams and rivers which passed through 
Florida to the gulf—lands in a great measure value- 


| less, without the right of navigating them to their 
; mouths. 


The acquisition of Florida gave us this 


It then | 
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as it affords the most conclusive proof how exempt 
my course has been from any just censure during 
the long period of time in which he has attempted 
to trace it. 

To make good his allegation that I am the au- 
thor of annexation, and that annexation caused the 
war, he asserts that I was in favor of the annex- 
ation of Texas as far back as 1836, immediately 
after the battle of San Jacinto, and the capture of 
Santa Ana; to prove which, he read an extract from 
the speech which I delivered on resolutions from 
Mississippi, presented by her Senator, now Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, instructing the Senators to 
obtain an immediate recognition of the independ- 
ence of Texas. 

It is true that I then advocated an early recogni- 
tion of the independence of Texas, and its adimis- 


sion into this Union; but I was not alone in that, 
Monroe’s Cabinet, without having any particular || 


| 
} 


i} 
\ 
| 
' 
i 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
i] 


| 
| 


| 


| Texas to our country. 


nor did I take a leading part in the discussion; the 
two most prominent advocates of her cause at that 
time were the Senator from Mississippi and my 
then colleague, [Mr. Preston;] but they were se- 
conded by a large portion of this body at the time. 
The distinguished Senator from Massachusetis 
bore a part in the debate, and expressed his opin- 


| ion in favor of recognition at an early period, and 


of the vast importance of the future condition of 
I have not had time to 
examine the discussion; but find that | was among 
those who advised delay until further information 


| could be obtained, and many were for prompt ac- 


tion; but the Senator from Missouri has thought 
proper, in the face of these facts, to hold me up aa 
the only individual disposed for a prompt and im- 
mediate action. He has done more. He has 
suppressed the fact, very important to be known, 
that before the close of that very session the report 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations, recom- 
mending that the acknowledgment of the inde- 
pendence of Texas, as soon as satisfactory infor- 
mation could be obtained that it had successfully 
established a Government, was adopted by the 
unanimous vote of the Senate, including the Sena- 
tor himself, and that at the very next session, her 
independence was recognised. ; 

Sir, I admit, even at that early period, I saw 
that the incorporation of Texas into this Union, 


| would be indispensable both to her safety and ours. 


I saw that it was impossible that she could siand 
as an independent power between us and Mexico, 
without becoming the scene of intrigue of foreign 
Powers, alike destructive of the peace and securi- 
I saw more: I 
| saw the bearing of the slave question at that early 


ing that it originated in the order to General Tay- | stage, and that it would become an instrument in 


right, and enabled us to bring into successful cul- 


lor, to march from Corpus Christi, and take posi- 
tion on the Rio del Norte? I go further and ask, 
is there a Senator here ignorant of the fact, that | 
the question of, who was the author or cause of || 


the war, had been long before elaborately discuss- || 


ed in this body—in the House of Representatives, 
and throughout the whole country, from its decla- 
ration up to that time. In the face of all this, the 
Senator rises up in his place, after a long and jabo- 
rious ee and asserts that it was I who 
originated the inquiry as to who was its author. 
This is a fair sample of the accuracy of the Sena- 
tor, in his numerous allegations to ee that I was | 
the author of the war. I might go on and take | 
them up one by one, and show that every one of | 
his positions and deductions is equally unfounded | 
in fact or false in conclusion. I do not deem it 
necessary. A large portion of his speech was but 
the stale repetition of what he said in the session 
of 1842-’43, upon the treaty which I had conclu- 
ded with Texas, then under discussion in this 
body. All the documents now brought forward, 
were then before the Senate, and he went on with 
the same topics very elaborately, and with much 
more power than on the present occasion, without 
making any impression on the country. The coun- 
try was against him then, and still remains against 
him, and it is in vain that he undertakes to disturb 
its settled conviction. It will remain ever unchan- 
ged, in spite of all that he can do. Under this 
conviction, I will not weary the Senate by repel- | 
ling assaults then made and then repelled. The 

most prominent of the charges—the orders given 

by the Administration to place a fleet in the Gulf 

of Mexico, and a portion of the army on the fron- 

ter of Texas—was repelled by my then colleague, 

(Mr. McDaffie,] of whom he speaks so highly | 
on this occasion. In repelling it, he said, that a 
the orders to which the Senator then and now ob- 








| tivation a great extent of fertile lands, which have 


added much to the increased production of our 
great staple, cotton. Another important point was 
effected by the acquisition: It terminated a very | 
troublesome dispute with Spain, growing out of | 
the capture of St. Marks and Pensacola by Gen- | 
eral Jackson, in the Seminole war; and, finally, it | 


| ty of both Texas and ourselves. 


| the hands of a foreign Power of striking a blow at 
| us, and that two conterminous slaveholding com- 
munities could not co-exist without one being 
wielded to the destruction of the other. The Sen- 
ator is right. What I then said was intended to 
| shadow forth the future, that future which actually 

came, when I was called, by the unanimous voice 





| perfected our title to Oregon, by ceding to us what- || of the country, to take charge of the State Depart- 


| 





| 
| 


} 


| 


| 


rl received confidentially. 


ever right Spain had to that territory. | 
Such is the treaty on which the Senator has lav- 


ished so much of his abuse; but there were other } 


reasons for adopting the Sabine as the boundary, 

and of which I was ignorant at the time the treaty | 
was formed, and to the knowledge of which I have | 
come within the last few years. Mr. Monroe, if | 


T am correctly informed, in adopting that line act- || 


ed under circumstances which left him little option. | 
I am not at liberty to state them—the information | 


It is sufficient to state | 


| ment, in reference to these very events. I saw, 
| with General Jackson, that the golden sprenents 

had occurred when annexation must take place in 
| order to avoid interminable difficulties and great 
| disasters; and, seeing it, I did not hesitate to un- 
/dertake the duty which had been assigned me, 
notwithstanding the difficulties, from the weak- 
ness of the Administration at that period. I suc- 
| ceeded, in despite of them, and that, too, without 

war; and all deo elaborate efforts of the Senator 

from Missouri, never can deprive me of the credit 


that he had ascertained that the Senate would not || to which I am entitled, in reference to the great 


ratify a treaty with a boundary farther west. 
was communicated to him by Senators of first | 


respectability. Their reason for refusing to ratify || exhibits not only some fo’ 


a treaty which would extend the boundary beyond 
the Sabine, I do not choose to go into, although it 
was communicated to me with information to | 
which I have alluded. 


It || question of annexation. 


On a review of the whole, my course,I may say, 
ight in reference to it, 
but also some powers of ae the dangers, and 
securing the end which I desired. i 

Every measure towards the accomplishment of 
annexation had been consummated before the pres- 


But if we take out of the speech of the Senator || ent Administration came into power. No war fol- 


what he has stated in relation to annexation, and 
the Florida treaty, in which, as I have stated, he 
has but repeated old and stale charges, that made 
not the slightest impression on the country at the 


time, What is there left of his present attack upon || prudence. That Mexico was chafed, ¢: 


lowed, although the act of annexation had been 
completed more than a year before the rupture be- 
tween us and Mexico took place; nor would war 
have followed at ali, had we acted with ordinar 


ined; 


me? Itis se that a man of his experience || that she threatened much, and blustered much; 
8s 


and sagacit 
these th 

first made, should make any impression now. In- 
deed, I may consider myself obliged to him for 


repeating them, after such elaborative preparation, 


ould suppose that the repetition of || talked about war and even the existence of hostili- 
bare charges, regarded as futile when || ties—are all true. It was, however, but talk. The 


it the weak and ag- 
grieved er tot cent scold, without ta- 
ing offence: and if we had so acted, and exer- 
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cised proper skill in the management of our affairs, 
Mexico and ourselves would by this time have 
quietly and peaceably settled all difficulties, and 
been good friends. We have chosen to pursue 
the opposite course, and are in war. 

Every Senator knows that I was opposed to the 
war; but none knows but myself the depth of that 
opposition, With my conceptions of its charac- 


ter and consequences, it was impossible for me to | 
vote for it. "When, accordingly, | was deserted by | 


every friend on this side of the House, including 


nvy then honorable colleague among the rest, [Mr. | 


MeDuffie,] 1 was not shaken in the least degree in 
reference to my course, On the passage of the act 
recognising the war, I said to many of my friends 
that a deed had been done from which the countr 

would not be able to recover for a long time, if 
ever; and added, it has dropped a curtain between 


the presentand the future, which to me is impene- | 
trable; and for the first time since I have been in 


public life, ] atm unable to sce the future. I also 
added, that 1 has closed the first volume of our 
political history under the Constitution, and open- 
ed the second, and that no mortal could tell what 
would be written in it. These deep impressions 
were made upon my mind, because I saw, from the 
circumstances under which the war was made, a 
total departure from that course of policy which 
had governed the country from the commence- 
ment of our Government until that time; and that, 
too, under circumstances calculated to lead to most 
disastrous consequences. Since then less than a 
ar has elapsed; but in that short period enough 
vas already been developed to make what was 
then said look like prophecy. 


But the Senator charges, entertaining as I did | 


these impressions, that | did not take a stand, and 
arrest the march of General Taylor to the Rio 
del Norte. 


unsatisfactory they may be to the Senator, they 
are satisfactory to myself, and | doubt not the 

will be to the community at large. He also inti- 
maied that I ought to have communicated my viws 
to the President. I was guilty of no neglect in 
that respect. I did not fail to state in the proper 
quarter explicitly what I thought would result from 
the order given to General Taylor, but I found 
very different views from mine entertained there, 
Those in power were quite as confident that the 


march of General Taylor to the Del Norte would || 
not in its consequences involve war as they were | 


that notice without compromise in reference to the 
joint occupancy of Oregon would not involve war 
with England. 

In looking back upon these matters, I have the 
satisfaction to feel that I fully performed my duty 


both here and elsewhere with reference to these 


Important questions. 


With my view of the character and consequences | 
' I have suffered || 
not a little in the estimation of my friends, both in || 


of the war, I have forborne much. 


and out of Congress, for refusing to vote for the 


bill recognising the existence of a war asserted to | 
I have been urged 


be made by the act of Mexico. 


by them to explain the reasons for my course on |! 


that occasion; but I persisted in declining to do so, 
because I could not see that it would be of any 
service to the country, while it might weaken the 
hands of those who are charged with the prosecu- 
tion of the war. I adopted the only course which, 
e according to my opinion, I could with propriety— 
to take no active or leading part in reference to 
measures intended for carrying on the war, but to 
give a quiet and silent vote in favor of all which 
did not seem to me decidedly objectionable; but, 
in the meantime, to look out for the first favor- 
able opportunity of presenting my views how the 
war should be conducted to bring it most advan- 
tageously to a successful termination. I accord- 
ingly embraced the opportunity on the discussion 
of the three-million bill now before the Senate to 
ars my views, not in the spirit of opposition 
ut of kindness to the Administration, reserving to 
myself tie expression of my opinion as to the causes 
of the war for some suitable occasion. It seems 
however, that the friends of those in power were 
not satisfied with this course on my part: it be- 
came an object of assault both in this Chamber and 
without its walls. The Senator from Tennessee 
immediately on my right (Mr. Turney] com- 
menced the attack here by directly charging me 


with being the author of the war, and it has since | 


been followed by the Senator from Missouri on 


I have already stated the reasons on | 
another occasion why I did not; and however | 
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defence, to depart from the line which I had pre- 
scribed for myself, and to enter into the question, 
Who is the author or the cause of the war? The 
responsibility is not on me, but on those who have 
_ compelled me to make the departure. Thus far I 


| fence, as I shall also do on the present occasion. 
In looking to the causes which led to the war, 


| Maine, [Mr. Evans,] who discussed the subject 
in this aspect with great accuracy and ability. He 
began with Mr. Slidell’s mission and negotiation. 
I go a step further back, to the management of the 
| negotiation prior to that period. When this Ad- 
ministration came into power there were two great 
questions on hand connected with our foreign re- 
| lations—the Oregon and the Mexican. As differ- 
ent as they were in their character, and as remote 
as the two Powers were from each other, there 
was an intimate connexion between them which 
| could not be overlooked in conducting the nego- 


| tiation, without falling into a great and dangerous || 


error. Such at least is my opinion. I wish to 
say nothing to wound the feelings of the distinguish- 
ed individual who had charge of the negotiation, 
but it seems to me that he fell into a great error in 


consequence of overlooking this connexion be- | 
tween the two subjects. ‘To my mind it is one of 


the clearest of propositions, that there could be no 
well-founded hope of adjusting our difficulties with 

Mexico until the Oregon question was finally set- 

tled. Why so? Thereasonis obvious. Mexico 
knew that we had heavy claims against her which 
she was little able to pay. Debtors without means 
are usually shy of their creditor. 
but see that there was a chance of escaping our de- 
mands against her, provided a conflict should ensue 
between us and England in reference to Oregon. 
| She could not but see more—that it might possibly 
afford her an opportunity of recovering either a 
|| part or the whole of Texas by an alliance with 
| England, and availing herself of the aid of British 
| strength and resources in waging a war against 
us. At all events, she would look with confidence 
| to her being protected as an ally of England in 
the treaty by which the war should be terminated. 
Whatever objection may be made to England, she 
| never deserts an ally in war. It seemed to me, 
| under these circumstances, that it was a great error 
to suppose that the differences with Mexico could 
be adjusted while those with England were pend- 
ing. Our true policy, then, according to my opin- 
ion, was to suspend all attempts at opening nego- 
tiation with Mexico until that question was finally 
| settled. When that was effected, and Mexico 
could no longer look to the support of England in 
her controversy with us, she would see the folly 
| of declining to adjust the differences between us, 
and enter into conflict with a Power every way so 
vastly her superior. 

There would, then, be another advantage which 
would greatly favor a settlement of our difficulties 
with Mexico. The eloquent Senator from Louisi- 
‘| ana has truly said that Mexico, at least so far as 
capital is concerned, was a British colony. The 
| immense interest which England has in the coun- 

try, would have inlisted her on the side of peace, 
_and the whole of her vast influence would have 
been exerted to induce Mexico to enter into a satis- 
factory arrangement with us. I cannot doubt that, 
under the influence of these powerful causes, with 
| a little forbearance and prudence on our part, all 
the causes of difference between the two countries 
|| would, ere this, have been settled by a treaty satis- 
\| factory to both. : 
| An opposite course was, however, unfortunately 
taken; both negotiations were pushed at the same 
| time, and that with Mexico, with as much zeal, 
; and as strong apressure, as that with England. 
The then President of the republic of Mexico 
|| (Herrera) was friendly to the United States, and 
| anxiously disposed, on that account, as well as 
others, to settle the differences with us. Acting 
under these feelings, he acceded to the proposition 
_ to receive a commissioner, without duly reflecting, 
| as the events proved, on these great impediments 
in the minds of the Mexicans against treating with 
(us. The result was as might Sate been anticipa- 
ted. Paredes took advantage of the error, and 
hurled Herrera from power; and the effect of this 
premature attempt at opening negotiation, was to 
_ overthrow a friend and place an enemy in power, 
‘ deeply committed against settling the differences 


this oceasion. I have thus been forced, in self- 


have limited what I have said strictlyto self-de- | 


| go one step further back than the Senator from | 


She could not | 


9 








; ht 
| to have been foreseen—greatly to increase the diff. 
culty of any future settlement of the questions. 
| What followed from this unfortunate step, until jt 


| between the two countries, and thereby—as ous 


_ ended in war between the two countries, has been 
| so clearly traced by the Senator from Maine, as to 
|| supersede the necessity of my touching upon it, 
he overlooking of the intimate connexion of 
| these two questions was not only the first link jy 
| that series of causes which finally terminated in 
this war, but it came near preventing the settle. 
ment of the Oregon question. Had the action of 
| Congress, which finally led to the settlement of 
| the Oregon question, been delayed until it was 
| known thatskirmishes had taken place between our 
| forces and the Mexicans on the Rio Grande, (but 
| a short period,) there is every reason to believe 
|| the Oregon question would not have been closed, 
|| I speak upon high authority,—the escape was a 
1 narrow one. Fortunately, the British Government 
] promptly acted upon the notice, and tendered q 
| proposition to our Minister on which the settle- 
|| ment was finally made, which he received and for- 
| warded to our Government but a few days before 
| news was received in England of the skirmishes 
}on the Rio Grande. But while they fortunately 
| occurred too late to prevent a settlement of the Ore- 
| gon question, they unfortunately occurred too soon 
to preserve peace with Mexico. But if the policy 
| which the Adssiniowntion first adopted afier an- 
| nexation had been pursued, to occupy the frontier 
of Texas with our military forces to the extent of 
| country which she held at the time of annexation, 
and no further, there is every reason to believe 
that on the settlement of the Oregon question the 
peace of the two countries would have been pre- 
served. 

It is true Mexico claimed the whole of Texas; 
but it is equally true that she recognised the differ- 
ence, and showed a disposition to act upon it, be- 
tween the country known as Texas proper and 
the country between it and the Del Norte. It is 
| also true that we and Texas recognised the same 
| difference, and that both regarded the boundary as 
unsettled, as the resolution of annexation, which 
provides that the boundary between Texas and 
Mexico shall be determined by the United States, 
clearly shows. It is worthy of remark in this 
connexion, that this provision in the joint resolu- 
tion is understood to have been inserted in con- 
sequence of the ground taken at the preceding 
session by the Senator from Missouri on the dis- 
cussion of the treaty, that the Nueces was the west- 
ern boundary of Texas, and that to extend that 
boundary to the Rio del Norte would take in part of 
Tamaulipas, Coahuila,and New Mexico. What, 
then, ought to have been the course of the Execu- 
tive after annexation under this resolution? The 
very one which they at first pursued ,—to restrict 
the position of our troops to the country actually 
occupied by Texasat the period of annexation. All 
beyond, as far as the Executive was concerned, 
ought to have been regarded as subject to the pro- 
visions of the resolutions, which authorized the 
Government to settle the boundary. There are but 
two modes of settling a disputed boundary—one by 
the joint consent of both parties, that is, by treaty, 
of which the President and the Senate are the 
organs; the other, by the determination of one of 
the parties for itself, after failing to cbtain the con- 
sent of the other, and that, under our Government, 
ean only be done by Congress. Indeed, when 
we speak of our Government, it is understood to 
mean Congress and the Executive, acting jointly— 
the one by passing an act or resolution, and the 
other by its approval. And in Congress, taken in 
this sense, all discretionary power under our sys- 
tem of Government is invested. It is only by this 
power that a disputed boundary can be deter- 
mined by the Government for itself, and without 
the consent of the other party. The President 
had no more right to determine on his own will 
what the boundary was than I had, or any other 
Senator. Such, indeed, appeared to be the convic- 
tion of the President himself. It is only on such 
| a supposition that wecan explain his course in 

attempting to open a negotiation with Mexico, 
with a view of settling all differences between the 





two countries, among which the settlement of the 
boundary was consi a mount question. 
Why negotiate, if it were not an unsettled ques- 
tion? Why negotiate, if the Rio del Norte—is, as 
it was shecnaee med—was the clear and un- 


questionable venedary? And if not, upon what 


| 
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1847. 
authority, after the attempt to open negotiation 
had failed, could he determine what was the bound- | 
ary, viewing it as an open question? Was it not 
pis plain duty, on such an occurrence to submit | 
the question to Congress, which was then in ses- | 
sion, and in whom the right of establishing the 
boundary and declaring war was clearly invested ? 
Had that course been adopted, I greatly mistake if | 








the sense of this body would not have been deci- || 


dedly opposed to taking any step which would have | 


involved the two countries in war. Indeed, I feel |. 
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countries at this day have been at peace. Sir, I 

| Say possibility, because, even then, after the skir- 
mishes between our forces had occurred, I did not 
despair of escaping war, if sufficient firmness and 
— were used on the part of this body. I | 
iad deeply reflected on the subject in advance, 


and great as were the difficulties, I still saw a || 


gleam of hope. 

The intelligence of the skirmishes on the Rio 
| Grande was received here on Saturday. I at once 
saw the danger, and turned my mind to the sub- 


a strong conviction, that if the Senate had been left | ject. I anticipated that a message would be re- 


free to decide on the question, not one-third of the || ceived on Monday from the Executive, and formed | 
body would have been found in favor of war. As | not an incorrect opinion as to what would be its | 
it was, a large majority felt themselves compelled, || character. 
as they believed, to vote for the bill recognising | 


the existence of war, in order to raise the supplies 
of men and money necessary to rescue the army 


Casting my eyes over the whole, with 


a view of avoiding war, I came to the conclusion || 
|, in my own mind, what course was best to effett 


that object. Next morning I communicated the 


under General Taylor, on the Del Norte, from the | conclusions to which I had come to two of my col- 


dangers to which it was exposed. 

But to bring the matter home, the Senator him- 
self is in no small degree responsible for the war. 
| intend no attack on him. I have made none, and 
will make none. The relations between him and 
myself, personal and political, have long been such, 
that self-respect and a sense of propriety forbid my 
alluding to him, except when unavoidable, and then 
in a courteous manner; and I now allude to his 
course only because it is necessary to explain mine, 
and the motives which governed me on the occa- 
sion. 

The Senate will remember, that when the Presi- | 


dent’s message was received recommending Con- | 


gress to recognise that a war existed between us 
and Mexico, and to raise the necessary means for | 
its prosecution, the Senator from Mississippi, whose 
seat is immediately on my right, but who is now 
absent, [Mr. Sreicut,] moved to printtwenty thou- 
sand copies of the message and documents. ‘The 
scene was a solemn one, and what occurred will 
long be remembered by the members of the body. 
I rose and objected; and said that we were on the 
eve of great events, and expressed my hope that 
we would proceed calmly and deliberately. I sug- | 
gested that the printing of so large a number of 
copies would be construed into an endorsement of | 
the message; adding, that I was unwilling either | 
to endorse or condemn, until the message and doc- | 


uments were printed, and carefully perused by me. || 


A debate ensued, and the Journals of the Senate 
will show what took place. The Senator from 
Missouri was the individual who made the dis- 


mendations of the message into two parts, and refer 
that which related to recognising the existence of | 
war to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
that which related to the raising of men and sup- | 
plies, to the Committee on Military Affairs, of | 
which he was chairman. The latter, it was ex- 
pected, would report immediate measures for the 
support of General Taylor. I seconded the mo- 
tion, and it was carried by a large majority. I saw 
in it that which gave me hope, and that I should 
be able to effect the object I had in view, and which 
I will hereafter explain. 

‘The House of Representatives acted with much 
more precipitancy; it passed a bill the very day 
the message was received, recognising the exist- 
ence of the war, and providing means for its prose- | 


them, that there was but one way of escaping war, 
| but I am not certain that it would be successful. 
| It will, however, place us in the chapter of acci- 


lor and his forces. 


leagues, who were boarding with me; I said to || 


| dents, and thereby afford a possibility of escape. || 
|| | was asked what it was, and replied, that it de- || 
| pended on separating the question of war from || 
|| that which relates to the rescuing of General Tay- || 
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! On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the Senate then went 


| into the consideration of executive business, and, 
| after some time spent therein, the doors were open- 
ed, and 


| The Senate adjourned. 
| 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| Wepnespay, February 24, 1847. 

| In pursuance of the order of the House, here- 
|| tofore passed, the Speaker called the House to 
|| order this day at ten o’clock. 

| The Journal of yesterday was read in part, and, 
| on motion of Mr. Burt, the further reading was 
| dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER announced the business first in 
|| order to be the resolution offered by Mr. Jacon 
| Tuompson, yesterday, (and which was pending at 
|| the time of adjournment.) 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to postpone the 
| consideration thereof for an hour, for the purpose 
|| of receiving such reports from committees as might 
|| not give rise to debate. 
| On which motion no quorum voted. 
‘| Some conversation followed; when 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved that there be a 
| call of the House; which motion was agreed to. 


1} 


|| anomalous condition of the two countries being at | 


| war during and almost an entire year, without | 
either having declared it, although the constitutions || such reports as might not give rise to debate, it 
| of both expressly provide that Congress shall de- | : 


| clare war. 


Had that been done, it was my intention | 
to throw my whole weight against the immediate | 


declaration or recognition of war; treating what | 
| had occurred as mere hostilities between the two | 
| armies, without authority of the Congress—the 


| 


war making power of either Government. 
e had not a particle of evidence then, or even | 

now, that the Republic of Mexico had made war 

against the United States. Indeed, we are in the 


Instead, then, of recognising war, I would have | 
taken the very opposite ground—that what had | 


| occurred was mere hostilities, and not war, as the || 


Congress of Mexico had not authorized it. 





|| and healthy point, where they could be trained du- | 


|| such decision; but even in case such decision should | 





cution. It was late in the evening when it passed | 
the House, and I am of the impression that the | 
Senate had adjourned; and it was not reported to | 
it that day; but be that as it may, the next day | 
the Senator, as chairman of the Committee on Mik 


came from the House, with both provisions in it; 
directly contrary to the order of the Senate, made 
on his own motion, to refer the part of the mes- 
sage relating to the recognition of war to the Cém- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. To that, and the 
fact that a caucus had been held of the party which 
agreed to sustain the report, may be traced the 
psec (to use no stronger word) action of the 
enate, and the recognition of the war. It em- 
a made the war. Had the order of the 
nate been respected—had the Senator from Mis- 
souri, in conformity with it, and as he was in duty 
bound to do, moved to strike out all that related 
to the recognition of the war, and referred it to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and confined his 
report to raising the necessary means of reseui 
General Taylor and his army from the ing 
dangers which surrounded them, the possibility is, 
that the war might have been averted, and the two 


t ) t | dents—of Mexico disavowing hostilities, and in- | 
itary Affairs, reported the bill to the Senate as it || demnifying our citizens—either from a sense of | 


To provide for the contingency of the Congress 


visional force, to be collected at some convenient | 
| ring the interval, and be fully prepared to meet | 


be made, instead .of advising a formal declaration | 
of war, I would have advised, as General Jackson | 
recommended, giving authority to the Executive | 
to make reprisals for seizing and holding such por- 
tion of the Mexican territory as would afford am- 


Let the means necessary for || 
| the latter be immediately granted, but let time be || }, 
| taken for due and deliberate consideration of the || 

| former. 


And the roll having been called, eighty-one mem- 
ers answered to their names. 

| And the names of the absentees having been 
| called, one hundred and eleven members appeared 
| to be present. 

| Mr. RATHBUN moved that all further pro- 
| ceedings on the call be dispensed with. 

| Which motion, by ayes 106, noes 22, was 
| agreed to. 

| So further proceedings on the call were dispens- 
| ed with. 

| _The question then recurring on the motion of Mr 
| C. J. InceRsou, to postpone the pending business 
| for one hour, in order to call the committees for 


| was taken and decided in the affirmative. 


'| Whereupon, the SPEAKER proceeded to call 


| the committees in their order for such reports as 
| might not give rise to debate. 
Mr. HUNGERFORD, from the Committee of 


'| Ways and Means, reported a bill to repeal ** An 


: : ‘| act to establish an auxiliary watch in 
| of Mexico approving of what had occurred, and | 7 


| refusing to treat for the settlement of our difficulties, 
1 | Il would have advised the raising of ample pro- || 
creet and appropriate motion to separate the recom- || 


e city of 
Washington;”’ which was read twice. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to lay the bill on the 
table; which motion was negatived. 

The bill was then ctherel be engrossed and 
ae a third time, was read a third time, and pass- 
ed. 

On motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means was discharged from 
| the further consideration of the petition of citizens 
of the county of Ontario for a repeal of all laws 
levying duty on goods imported in foreign vessels, 
&c., and said petition was laid on the table. 





| ple indemnity, to be retained until the differences 
between the two countries were settled; but, in the | 
meantime, would have taken measures to repel the | 
attacks made upon our army by the Mexican | 
forces, and to drive them far beyond the limits of | 
our borders. 
Had this course been pursued, we should have | 
| had all the glory and reputation of the two brilliant | 
| victories at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma with- | 
| out being involved in the present indefinite and ex- 
| pensive war waged against Mexico. We would | 





|| also have had the advantage of the chapter of acci- | 


weakness, or of returning justice on her part, or 
from the influence of other Powers, which have an 
interest in preserving — from their commercial 
or other relations with her, and thereby save a re- 
sort to arms on our part. But, at all events, failing 
in that, we would have avoided, by resorting to 
reprisals, the enormous expenses, the sacrifice of 
men and money, and the disasters to which the 
war has ex 


us. I have now met, and, I trust, 
successfully 


led, all the charges made by the 
Senator from Missouri, except those relating to 


the Missouri compromise, and the abolition ques- 


responsible. [I was not then in Congress. I filled 
the office of Secretary of War at the time, and had 
no agency or control over it. His charges are as 
light as air—old and stale, without even plausibili- 
ty, and I have not the slightest fear of their having 
any weight, either here or in the community. 


tion at that period, for which | am in no wa 


On motion of Mr. G. 8S. HOUSTON, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means was discharged from 
the further consideration of a memorial, the title 
of which the reporter could not hear. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, asked that said committee 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of citizens of Westminster, in Maa- 
sachusetts, for a tax on slaves, and that it be laid 
upon the table; which was agreed to. 


Mr. POLLOCK, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a “ bill for the relief of Noah A. Phelps;”’ 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. LEAKE, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back the (Senate) “act for the relief of 
Hobson Johns,’’ without amendment; which bill 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, 

On motion of Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL, the 
Committee of Claims were discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of Solomon 
Payne. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, a ‘bill to create the collection 
district of Salaria, in Texas, and for other pur- 
poses;”’ which bill was read twice, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read a third time, 
and 





M;. G. aleo, from the same committee, reported 
a ** bill ing the licensing of yachts, and for 
’ other purposes;” which was read twice, ordered to 
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be engrossed for a third reading, was read a third | fr. 
| Judiciary, reported back, without amendment, the |! the table. 


time, and passed. 


banal aoe sm 


NAL GLOBE. 





Feb. 24, 





Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the || a pension to John Clark;” which bill was laid on 


Mr. G. also, from the same committee, reported | (Senate) ‘act for the relief of Richard S. Coxe;’’ | 


a ** bill for the erection of a custom-house at Nan- 


tucket:’’ which was referred to the Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 3 
Mr. MeCLELLAND, from the same commit- 
tee, reported back the (Senate) **bill authorizing the 


| which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


Mr. R. also reported back the (Senate) bill for 


| relief of Jeanette C. Huntington, without amend- 
| ment; which was referred to the Committee of the 


issue of a register to the brigantine Ocean Queen;”’ || Whole House to-morrow. 


which was ordered to a third reading, was read a || 


third time, and passed. 


Mr. R. also reported back, without amendment, 
the (Senate) * act for the relief of Thomas Doug- 


On motion of Mr. ATKINSON, the Commit- |) lass, late United States attorney for East Florida;”’ 


tee on Commerce was ordered to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
John H. Baker; which petition was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. T. SMITH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back the (Senate) “ act for the re- 
lief of George Gordon;”’? which bill was read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. COLLAM 


Derring and Robert H. Champion to a tract of 
mineral lands;’’ which bill was read a third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the same committee, 
reported back the (Senate) ‘‘ act to provide for the 
final settlement of the accounts of Thomas C. Shel- 
don, late receiver of public moneys at Kalamazoo, 
Michigan,’’ without amendment; and said bill was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported back the * joint 
resolution (of the Senate) to correct an error in 


the act of June 17th, 1844, for the reli f of Mary | 


Ann Linton;”? which was read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
back the (Senate) * bill for the relief of George 
Roush,’’ without amendment; which said bill was 
read o third time, and passed. 

Mr. GOODYEAR, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported back the (Senate) ‘* act 
granting a pension to Joseph Morrison,’’ without 
amendment; and said bill was read a third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported 
baek the -(Senate) “act for the relief of Andrew 
Moore,”’ without amendment; and said bill was 
read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. DELANO, from the same committee, re- 
ported back the (Senate) “act for the relief of Pe- 
ter Frost,”’ without amendment; and said bill was 
read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back the (Senate) ‘‘ act for the 


relief of James S. Conway,”’ without amendment; 


and said bill was read a third time, and passed. 
Mr. LU! N, from the same committee, re- 
Mr. LUMPKIN, ; 


ported back, without amendment, the (Senate) | 


** act for the relicf of Richard Bloss and others;’’ 


which bill was referred to the Committee of the | 


Whole House to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. L., the committee were dis- || : 
S | Affairs, reported back the (Senate) ‘‘act for the relief 


charged from the further consideration of the bill 


to amend the ‘act to provide for the payment of | 


horses and other property lost or destroyed in the 


military service of the United States, approved the | : : 
on Foreign Affairs, reported back the (Senate) ‘‘act 


18th of June, 1837;”’ and said bill was read a third 
time, and passed. 


Mr. CRANSTON, from the Committee on the | 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back the || 
** joint resolution (from the Senate) in favor of | 
David Shaw and Solomon T. Corser,” with an | 
amendment; which bill and amendment were re- | 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House to- | 


morrow. 

Mr. HILLIARD, from the same com 
ported back the (Senate) “act for the relief of 
Wade Allen,”’ without amendment; and said bill 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


Mr. H. also, in pursuance of notice, asked and | 


obtained leave to introduce a bill to regulate the 


diplomatic intercourse of the United States; which || 


bill was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. HOPKINS, from the same committee, re- 
orted back the (Senate) ‘bill for the relief of | 


Nathaniel Kuykendall,’’ without amendment; and 


Whole House to-morrow. 


ER, from the same committee, || 
reported back, without amendment, the (Senate) || 
‘act to grafit the right of preemption to Philip F. | 


| Harper’s Ferry, 
| amendment was agreed to; and debate arising, the 


_ Revolutionary Pensions, re ’ 
| act guntiegs pension to Bethiah Healey, widow 


which was referred to the Committee of the Whole | 


House to-morrow. 

Mr. R. also reported back the (Senate) “ joint 
resolution respecting the maps and charts of the 
sufveys of the boundary lines of the United States 
of America with foreign States;’’ 


| a third time, and passed, 


Mr. R. also reported back the bill for the relief 
of the administrator of Andrew Capello, deceased,”’ 


which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. R. also submitted an adverse report upon 
the (Senate) ‘bill for the relief of Milledge Gal- 
phin;’’ which bill was laid on the table. : 

Mr. BUFFINGTON, from the same committee, 
reported back the (Senate) ‘* act supplementary to 
an act to authorize the Secretary of State to liqui- 
date certain claims therein mentioned,’’ passed 18th 
of April, 1814, without amendment, accompanied 
by an adverse report. 

Said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 


Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, with an amendment, the 
(Senate) ‘tact reviving certain naval pensions for 
the term of five years;”’ and which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. THOMAS B. KING, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back the (Senate) ‘‘ act for the re- 
lief of James MclIntosh;” which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 


Mr. JAMES THOMPSON, from the same com- | 
mittee, reported back the (Senate) ‘* act providing | 
| for the payment of the claim of Walter R. John- 


son against the United States,’’ without amend- 
ment, and said bill was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the same committee, re- 


| ported back the (Senate) ‘* bill authorizing the Sec- 


retary of the Navy to purchase from Dr. James P. 
Espy his patent right for the conical ventilator for 
the use of the United States;” which said bill was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House to- 


|, morrow. 


Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back the ‘* joint resolution (from 


| the Senate) concerning the purchase of additional 


lands for the use of the United States armory at 
*? with an amendment; which 


bill was laid over. 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Naval 


of Thomas Brownell;’’ which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 


for the relief of the personal representatives of 
William A. Slacum, deceased,’’ without amend- 
ment; and said bill was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. I. also, from the same committee, reported 
back the (Senate) ‘‘act for the relief of Veabuk 
Dodge,’’ with an amendment; and the said bill 


| and amendment were referred to the Committee of 
mittee, re- | 


the Whole House to-morrow. 
Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
rted back the (Senate) 


of George Healey, deceased,’’ without amend- 
ment; and said bill was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, the (Senate) ‘bill for the relief 
of Elizabeth Pistole,’’ and the “ bill granting a 


| pension to Abigail Garland;’’ and they were re- 


ferred to the Committee of the Whole House to- 


/ morrow. 
seid bill was referred to the Committee of the || 


Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Invalid 


' Pensions, reported back the (Senate) “act granting 


| 
| 


| 
|] 





| | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


i] 
\| 


| 


| 
| 











Mr. PRESTON KING, from the same com. 
mittee, reported back, without amendment, the 
(Senate) ‘act for the relief of Francis Summer. 
raner;’’ which was laid over. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, reported back, without amend. 
ment, the (Senate) ‘‘act for the relief of Samuel W. 
Bell, a native of the Cherokee Nation,” and sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was laid 


| on the table. 


Mr. JAMES THOMPSON, from the Commit. 
tee on Naval Affairs, reported back, without 


| amendment, the (Senate) ‘‘act for the relief of Wij. 
| liam A. Christian; which was referred to the Com- 


silts nbd call || mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 


Mr. T., from the same committee, also reported 
back, without amendment, the (Senate) “‘act for the 


| relief of the heirs of Andrew D. Crosby;” and 


and moved that the said bill be laid on the table; said bill was referred to the Committee of the 


Whole House to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union was dis- 


|| charged from the further consideration of the * bill 
| authorizing a term of the United States Circuit and 
|| District courts at Chicago, Illinois; and the bill was 


ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, was 
read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. JAMES B. HUNT, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported a ‘joint resolution au- 
thorizing the Commissioner of the General Land 


| Office to issue a revolutionary bounty land warrant 


in place of warrant number 1628, lost or destroy- 
ed;’’ which was read twice, ordered to a third 


|| reading, read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. BUFFINGTON, from the Committee on 


the Judiciary, reported a ‘bill for the relief of 
| George B. Didlake;’”’ which was read twice, and 


referred to the Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to amend the act entitled * An act 
to regulate the proceedings in the circuit court of 
the United States, and for other purposes;”’ which 
was read twice, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. SEAMAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a * bill to provide for sat- 
isfying claims for bounty lands for military ser- 
vices in the late war with Great Britain, and for 
other purposes;”’ which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back the Senate’ * bill 
for the relief of John Stockton;’’ which was order- 
ed toa third reading, was read a third time, and 
passed. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, to which was referred so much 
of the President’s message of the 13th instant “as 
relates to the war with Mexico,’’ made a report 
thereon; which was laid upon the table. 


On motion of Mr. GORDON, the Committee of 
Claims was discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Allen Gorham. 


Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, submitted an adverse report 
upon the case of Martha Norton; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. JENKINS, from the same committee, sub- 
mitted adverse reports in the case of John Millett 
and the heirs of Jehoiakim Van Valkenburgh; 
which reports were laid on the table. 

Mr. JENKINS, also, from the same committee, 
reported a **-bill for the relief of Jonathan Brown;”’ 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. TRUMBO, from the same committee, 
moved that said committee be discharged from the 
consideration of the petition of Catharine Adair, 
Benjamin Johnson, Sarah Mills, and John Wal- 
lance, and that said petitions be laid on the table. 


Mr. ATKINSON, from the same committee, 
reported a ‘‘bill for the relief of Flora Boyd, widow 
of James Boyd, deceased;”’ which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. GOODYEAR, the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was discha from the con- 
sideration of the petitions of Warren Raymond, 
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Thomas Badger, Nehemiah Halladay, Susannah 
Prentiss, Levi M. Roberts, Seth Morton, Sarah 
Hildreth, Stacy. Lamphere, J. W. eat Asa 
Hall, Hannah Daboise, Carle Dingie, Roswell 
Bates, and D. Wilson, and they were laid on the 





ble. 
OMe COCKE, from the same committee, report- 
eda “bill for the relief of Silas Waterman;”’ which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. COCKE also made an adverse report upon 
the petition of Jesse Rose; which was laid upon 
the table. 


Public Lands, reported a bill to amend an act enti- 


tled “ An act to carry into effect in the States of || (Mr. C.) during the confusion that had prevailed, | 


‘Alabama and Mississippi the existing compacts 
‘with those States with regard to the five per cent. 
‘and the school reservations;’?? which was read 
twice, ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time, was read a third time and passed. 

The SPEAKER here announced that the hour | 


allotted to the reception of petitions, by order of the 
House, had expired. 


Mr. R. SMITH moved that the rules be further ‘|| 


suspended for thirty minutes, in order to allow the 
reception of reports from committees; which mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Invalid 


Pénsions, reported back the Senate bill for the re- |, 


lief of Andrew Moore; which was ordered to a | 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. R. SMITH, from the Committee on Roads | 


and Canals, to which was referred numerous me- || 


morials from George Wilkes and others, urging | 


ongress the construction of a national rail- | S : : 
upon Cong || So the resolution was rejected. 


road from the Missouri river to the Pacific Ocean; 
also the memorial of D. H. Carver, on the same | 
subject; also sundry memorials in favor of Asa | 
Whitney’s project for the same object, with vari- | 
ous other papers in reference to this subject, have | 
had the same under consideration, and have in- | 
structed me to ask to be discharged from the fur- | 
ther consideration of this subject at the present 
session of Congress, and that they be laid on the 
table; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FRIES, from the Committee on Roads and | 
Canals, reported ‘‘A bill to improve the navigation | 
of the Ohio river, and to lessen the expenses there- | 
of;’? which was read twice, and referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 

Mr. SYKES, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of G. S. Smith; which was | 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

| 


' 


Mr. HENLEY, from the same committee, re- || 


ported back, without amendment, the (Senate) | 
“act for the relief of Edward Clark;’? which was | 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the | 
Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS, from the Committee | 
on Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the re- | 
lief of Nicholas E. Thouron; which was read twice, | 
and referred to the Committee of the whole House | 
to-morrow. 


Mr. D. P. KING, from the Committee on Rev- | 
olutionary Claims, reported a “bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Nathaniel Tracy, | 
deceased;” which was read twice, and referred to | 
the Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. ST. JOHN, from the minority of said com- 
mittee, submitted an adverse report upon said claim; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL, from the Commit- 
tee on Aceounts, submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the manuscript work compiled by Mr. 
Elliot, and referred to in the report of the Register of the 
Treasury, made to this House on yesterday, be bound, and | 
then deposited in the office of said Register. 

Mr. DELANO, from the select committee to | 
whom the subject was referred, reported “ A bill 
authorizing the payment of the per centage due to 
certain States, on account of lands within their 
limits appropriated to the satisfaction of military — 
land warrants;’? which was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

On motion of Mr. SAWYER, the Committee 
on Indian Affairs was di from the consid- | 
eration of the petition of Conrad Ten Eyck; and 
said petition was laid on the table. 








THE CONG 


submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to pur- | 


chase five hundred copies of Disturnell’s map of Mexico, 
and two thousand copies of the topographical map of the 


| road from Missouri to Oregon—out of the former each met- 


ber to be furnished with five copies, of the latter with eight || &300 per annum 
i ¥ 7 


copies. 
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Mr. YOST, from the Committee on Engraving, | 


After some debate on amendments, the resolution | 


was agreed to. 
Great confusion prevailed here, so much so that 
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by, restored t all postmasters of the United States whose 
compensation from their respective offices does not exceed 
one hundred dollars.”* 


Mr. G.S. HOUSTON suggested to Mr. Cocke 
to extend the privileges allowed in his amendment, 
to all postmasters whose salaries did not exceed 


Mr. COCKE did not accept the suggestion. 
Mr. ROBERT SMITH submitted the following 


|| amendment to the amendment by the gentleman 


it was several minutes before the Chair could re- || 


|, store order sufticiently to allow any remark to be 


3 \| heard. 
Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on | 


Mr. R. CHAPMAN said that he could most 
| certainly excuse the Speaker for not hearing him 


| He had asked a division on the adoption of the 
resolution just considered. Not only had he made 
the call before the Chair had announced a decis- 
ion, but he was yet in time, and the Chair had 
| not yet announced that decision. 

The SPEAKER replied that he could very well 


from Tennessee, viz: 
Add the following: “ That until the close of the present 


war with Mexico, the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the army of the United neuer 


in Mexico, shall be, and hereby are, permitted to receive al 
letters and newspapers directed to them, free of postage.” 
Mr. COCKE accepted the latter as a modifica- 


|| tion of his amendment, and briefly stated his rea- 


| excuse the gentleman from Alabama for not hear- | 
| Ing the announcement, but he (the Speaker) had | 


distinctly stated that the resolution was agreed to. 
Tg : ‘ 
Mr. P. KING (at the suggestion of Mr. Crap- 
MAN) moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 


Mr. R. CHAPMAN demanded the yeas and 
a which demand was not seconded. 
ellers were then ordered on the reconsideration; 
and the question being put, the motion was agreed 
to. 
After some further action, the question on agree- 


| ing to the resolution was taken by yeas and nays, 


| when the yeas were 71, nays 96. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved a suspension 
| of the rules in order to introduce the following 


bill: 


Be it enacted, $c., That the Secretary of the Navy be, and 
| hereby is, authorized and empowered to permit the United 
| States ship Pennsylvania and one or two other public ves- 
| cls, if the same are not immediately wanted for public use, 
| to be employed in carrying provisions of food for Ireland 
| under such precautionary arrangements as to the safety and 

return of said vessels as the said Secretary may deem it ex- 
| pedient and proper to prescribe. 


Objection being made, 


tived. 


the bill (from the Senate) to amend an act entitled 


|| ** An act to regulate the carriage of passengers in 


merchant vessels,’’ and to determine the time when 
the said act shall take effect. 
The question pending being on referring the said 


bill to the Committee on the Judiciary, said mo- | 


| tion was withdrawn. 


‘ {| 
Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend the bill by ‘ the Department, if the franking was done, whether 


| striking out all of the second section of the same 
after the word “ repealed,’ 
agreed to. 

The said amendment was then ordered to be 
engrossed; the bill was then read a third time, and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the House re- 

solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
| State of the Union, (Mr. Bow in in the chair,) and 
| proceeded to the consideration of the ‘* bill to es- 
tablish certain post-routes.”’ 


The House then resumed the consideration of | 


sons for introducing the amendmeny He believed 
it was necessary to secure the servidts of postmas- 


| ters in many parts of the country, where the sal- 


ary allowed to pay postinasters was not suflicient 
now for the trouble. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved to amend the amendment 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, by substituting 


|| the following, viz: 


the resolution was agreed to; upon which motion | 


*'That all laws granting the franking privilege to any 
person Or persons whatever be, and the same are hereby, re- 


| pealed.” 


| public service must ver 


Mr. INGERSOLL called for the yeas and nays; || 
which were not ordered, and the motion was nega- || : 
_a scheme of increase for the allowances of the small- 

| er postmasters. 


| 


> which amendment was || 


| 
| 
' 


Messrs. CRANSTON, MARSH, HOPKINS, | 
McILVAINE, REID, PHELPS, HOGE, THO- | 


MAS SMITH, and THOMASSON, submitted 
sundry amendments, making additions to, and al- 
terations of, the several post routes; all of which 
were agreed to. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to strike out the 
following proviso: 


—- 


“ Provided, That as soon as a responsible contractor shall | 


power forthwith to put them under contract.” 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to amend the proviso by 
inserting after the word ‘‘bill,”’ the words “for the 
revenues arising therefrom respectively;’’ which 


was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD here withdrew his mo- 
tion to strike out the proviso. 

Mr. COCKE submitted the following amend- 
ment as an additional section: 


“Be it further enacted, That the franking privilege, 
existed oe Sate aon act, approved 3d March, 
1845, reducing the rates of postage, be, the same 


i 





i 


| 


i 


| 


j i 


_ vote of 120 to 45. Neither had it o 
‘|| embarrassment to the bill in the 


offer to transport the mails over any portion of the routes || 


included in this bill, the Postmaster General shall have the | 


| 


| 


| 


Mr. HOPKINS (who had the bill in charge) 
earnestly appealed to the gentlemen who had _ pro- 
posed amanieain to forbear pressing their favor- 
ite measures as amendments to the present bill, 
lest they should thereby not only impede but ac- 
tualy endanger the passage of the bill. Its pane 
at the present session was greatly needed, and the 
y seriously suffer if from 


any cause it should fail. He was aware that a 


| great diversity of opinion existed here in regard to 


the franking privilege, and no amendment which 
attempted to regulate that subject could be expect- 
ed to pass without exciting much debate. He ad- 
verted to the state of the business before the Senate, 
the late stage of the session, and the little hope 
there could be of getting the bill through in time, 
unless it should be passed in the House without 
delay. 

As to the subject of the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Cocke,] the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office had had that subject for 
some time before them, and were trying to mature 


The franking question was also 
under consideration by them. The present law 
on that subject did not go far enough. The Clerk 
of the House was occupied during three-fourths of 
his time in the idle business of writing his own 
name on members’ documents. If they were to be 
franked, it would be much better to os members 
themselves the right to do it than to throw this vast 
labor on the Clerk. It could make no difference to 


it was done by the Clerk or by anybody else. 
The present arrangement was clearly an unwise 
one; and the committee would be prepared very 
shortly to present a report on the whole subject. 
But these provisions had better be presented in a 
separate and independent bill than incorporated as 
amendments in the bill now pune 

Mr. COCKE disavowed and disclaimed all pur- 
pose of embarrassing the bill; but he thought the 
objections of the honorable oo from Vir- 
ginia were not well founded. Mr. C. had ee 
an amendment of this same tenor to the Post Of- 
fice bill at the last session of Congress, and it had 
notembarrassed the passage of the bill in the slight- 
est degree ; on the contrary, it had passed by a 
rated as any 
nate; and it 
would have finally become a law had it not been 
for the lack of time. Mr. C. insisted that the 
amendment was called for by the state of the 
country, as, unless some arrans;ement of this kind 
should be made, a large numer of the postmas- 
ters must resign. He could not consent to with- 
draw the amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN concurred in most of the views 
which had been expressed by the gentleman from 
Virginia. He should offer no amendment with 
any purpose of embarrassing the bill. He should 
prefer the course indicated by that gentleman; and, 
in frankness, he was ready to concede that the 


safety of the bill might be endangered by append- 
ing ceasdinaiath to t and he halt sifered his only 


ishere- | by way of testing the sense of the House as to its 
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inclination between the 
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two opposite extremes of | of the Whole House could not originate a bill, it 
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|| General Post Office during the past year; the amount of 


extending the franking privilege and abolishing it || was without foundation. One committee of the || Money, drafts, and other valuables now in that office de- 
ending 


altogether. He hoped the gentleman from Ten- | 
nessee would withdraw his amendment; in which | 
case Mr. H.’s, being appended to it, would of | 
course fall, and he promised not to renew it. He | 
was utterly opposed to the existence of the priv- | 
ilege in any aan or to any extent. He held that | 
no man pe fp description, in office or out, nor 
any department of Government, ought to enjoy 
the privivilege of transmitting mailable matter free 
of postage. All who were interested in the trans- 
mission of such matter ought to be required to pay 
the expense of its transmission. Otherwise one | 
citizen was calling on all the rest to pay for a ben- | 
efit which he alone enjoyed. The provisions at pres- 
ent existing on the subject of franking had passed | 
under a high pgessuare, and were crude and ill-con- 
sidered. Ele admitted the existence of the evils of | 
which the gentleman complained, and he would | 
remedy them, not as now proposed, but by giving 
the postmasters adequate allowances in money. 
He would reward them all amply. But, as things 
now stood, the Post Office Department was hardly | 
able to sustain itself; and he hoped no new flood- | 
gates of expenditure would be opened to drain its | 
means, and make it a burden upon the Govern- 
ment. He hoped the gentleman would be induced 
to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. COTTRELL made some remarks wholly | 
inaudible to the reporter. 

Mr. RIPLEY rose to order, contending that the | 
amendment was irrelevant. 

The CHAIR ruled it out on that ground. 


} 
} 


Mr. COCKE took an appeal, alleging that an |! 


amendment precisely similar had been declared to 
be in order at the last session. 

But the decision of the Chair was sustained, and | 
the amendments declared to be out of order. 

Mr, W. W. CAMPBELL moved the following | 
as an additional section: 

“4nd he it further enacted, That the Postmaster General | 
be directed to report to Congress, at the commencement of | 
the next session, whether deputy postmasters cannot be | 
elected by the electors of the respective towns and cities, 
consistent with the best interests of the Post Office Depart- 
ment: always provided, That such election may not conflict | 
with the provisions in section two of the Constitution of the || 
United States.”’ | 

Mr. McCLELLAND rose to order, and object- | 
ed to its reception on the ground of irrelevancy. | 

The CHAIR ruled it out. 

Mr. CAMPBELL appealed. He had several | 
times attempted to offer the same provision in the | 
form of a resolution of inquiry, but without suc- | 
cess. He wished itadopted, because all were aware 
that the Post Office Department was the great organ | 
of this Government for the diffusion of information | 
throughout the country on the sabject of politics, 

Mr. McCLELLAND insisting on his objec- | 
tion— 

The CHAIR was sustained in its decision, and | 
the amendment was declared to be out oforder. | 

Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON moved that this bill be | 
laid: aside to be reported to the House, and that 
the committee now take up the Post Office Appro- 
priation bill. 


Mr. WENTWORTH wanted to have the light- || 


house bill taken up. 
THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the || 


Post Office and Post Roads, reported an original | 
bill to amend the act entitled “An act to reduce | 
the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct | 
the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the | 
prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post | 
Office Department,’ which was read. 

Mr. H. said that the provision here proposed | 
had the approval of the Post Office Department, | 
and the public service in that Department must be | 
broken iene unless some such provision should 
be adopted, The other section related to money | 
purloined or robbed from the mail. In illustration | 


j 


of the necessity of this enactment, Mr. H. stated iH 


a recent case, where, on the conviction of a mail | 
robber, the money found on him had been paid 
to the clerk of a court as 


| 


rt of the evidence for | 


his conviction, and retained by order of the court, || 


who refused to allow it to be paid over to the order 
of the Postmaster General. Money so recovered | 
ought to be held by him for the rightful owner, to | 
whom it would be paid on adequate proof. 

Mr. H. presumed that all would be in favor of | 
what this bill proposed to enact. And as to the 
objection which might be urged that a Committee 


/ of March. 


en- || House had as much power to prepare and report | 


| bills for the action of the House as another, pro- 
| vided the bills were appropriate to the class of 
} subjects referred to it. This bill was strictly ap- 
eee toa committee sitting on a post office 
ill; and at this late stage of the session this was 
the only mode of reaching the object. 
After some discussion, the Chair, on the ground 
of a former precedent, ruled the bill to be in order. 
| Mr. WHITE moved to amend the bill, as fol- 


| lows: 


* That the privilege of franking by members of the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives be >0 construcd as to ex- 


extending to the meeting of the succeeding Congress.” 


| Mr. HOPKINS expressed the hope that the dis- | 


| puted subject involved in the amendment would 
not be pressed, to the embarrassment of the bill. 
Mr. G. W. JONES submitted the following 


amendment to the amendment by the gentleman | 


| from New York, viz: 
Be it further enacted, That all members of Congress, del- 
egates trom ‘Territories, the Vice President of the United 
Sites, the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the 


House of Representatives, shali have the power to send and | 


receive public documents free of postage during their terms 


of office, and that the said members and delegates shall | 


have the power to send and receive public documents free 


of postage up to the first Monday of December following the || 


expiration of their term of office. 
sind be it further enacted, ‘That the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate and Clerk of the House of Representatives, shall have 
the power to receive as well as to send all letters and pack- 
| ages not weighing over two ounces, free of postage, during 
their term ot office. 


And be it further enacted, Tiat members of Congress shall | 


have the power to receive, as well as to send, all letters and 
packages not weighing over two ounces, free of postage, up 
to the first Monday in December following the expiration of 
their terin of office. 

Mr. JONES briefly supported his amendment. 
It was very necessary that some action should be 
taken in the case. By the present law, the frank- 
ing privilege of members ceased in thirty days 


after the expiration of the session of Congress. | 


| What would become of all the public documents 
already ordered by the House, if the present law 


upon this point was to be enforced? He had just , 


been informed that the Postmaster General con- 
strued the law so as to provide for the cessation 
of the franking privilege of members upon the 4th 
If either of these constructions of the 
law should be enforced, what would be the result? 
It would be simply this: All that mass of matter 
would be mailed and sent to the post-office; and as 
but a very small part of it would ever be taken out 
and the postage paid, it would come back to the 
dead letter office, and the Government would be 
charged with the expense of transmission both 
| ways. Either the law should be extended, or the 
| House should not order the printing. The one 
without the other was useless. 


Mr. WHITE expressed his approval of the | 


| substitute. He was willing to abolish the frank- 
ing privilege altogether; but, so long as it was 

_ retained, its extent should be clearly and distinctly 
defined. 


| ment as follows: 


masters, in cases where mails are in fact distributed, to an 
amount not exceeding, in any given case, the sum of one 
hundred dollars.”’ 

This amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring upon agreeing to Mr. 
Waire’s amendment as modified by Mr. G. W. 
| Jones, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. LIGON submitted the following as an 
/ amendment to the bill: 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|| That hereafter, any law to the contrary notwithstanding, 


all advertisements, made under orders of the Postmaster 
| General, in a newspaper or newspapers, of letters uncalled 
| for in any post office, shall be inserted in such newspaper 
or newspapers as shall be designated by the aster of 
| the town or place where the office advertising is situated, or 
| the nearest newspaper thereto ; provided the editor or editors 
| of such paperor papers shall agree to insert the same for a 

price not greater than that now fixed by law.” 


| Upon a division, it appearing doubtful whether 
_ there was a quorum present, the amendment was 
withdrawn, in order to prevent the breaking of the 
|; committee. 
Mr. SEAMAN submitted the following amend- 
| ment; which was ruled out of order: 


|“ Be it enacted, That the Postmaster General report to the 
next Congress the number of dead letters received at the 


tend to printed matter, public documents, and letters to said | 
menibers, as well as letters written by them ; said privilege 


Mr. CHIPMAN moved to amend the amend- | 


“ And provided further, Thatthe Postmaster General may, | 
in his discretion, increase the compensation of deputy post- | 


rived from dead letters, and the expediency of applying the 
same to the contingent expenses of the Post Office Depart 
ment; and also to report whether any of the deputy post. 
masters of the large cities have failed to comply wi 


" ith 
32d section of the act passed March 34, 1845, requiring 
postmasters to render their accounts within ‘ one month 


after the time, and inthe form and manner prescribed by 
therewith, whether the penaltion tercia, speciony pict 
been enforced against then.” a a 

Mr. HAMLIN again moved his amendment re- 
pealing all franking privileges as a substitute for 
| the whole bill, and it was again rejected. 
On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the committee then 
|, rose and reported the action upon the above bills. 

The question being taken, first upon concurring 
in the amendments to the bill establishing certain 
post-routes, it was decided in the affirmative, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time, was read a third time, and passed. 

The question recurring upon concurring with the 
_ committee in their amendment to the bill in relation 
to the franking privilege, &c., it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. GORDON moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which motion was negatived. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, was read a third time, and passed. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 


|| itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union, (Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, in the 
|, chair.) 

| Mr. McKAY moved that the committee take up 
|, and consider the bill making appropriations for the 
_ service of the Post Office Department for the year 
, ending June 30, 1848. 

Mr. HENLEY gave notice that, if Mr. McKay's 
motion failed, he would move to take up the Patent 
Office bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice, if Mr. Mc- 
Kay’s motion failed, he would move to take up the 
| light-house bill. 

The question was put on the motion to take up 
| the Post Office Department Appropriation bill, and 
|, no quorum voted. 
The committee rose and reported the fact to the 
| House. 
| Mr. HUNGERFORD moved a call of the 
|| House. 
‘|| Mr. RAMSEY moved that the House adjourn; 
on which the yeas and nays were ordered. 
‘|| Mr. RAMSEY then withdrew the motion to 
| adjourn, 
r. VINTON renewed the motion to adjourn. 
| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion. 
Mr. VINTON said he would withdraw the mo- 
| tion if the House would again go into committee. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House again 
resolved itselfinto committee, (Mr. Horus in the 
chair.) ; 

The committee then took up the bill to make ap- 
propriations for the Post Office Department. 
| Mr.G. W.JONES moved to strike out the pro- 
| viso in the first section, viz: 
|| & Provided, That the Postmaster General be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to employ, when the service may re- 
| quire it, the Assistant Postmasters General as special agents, 
| and to make them compensation and allowance therefor to 
an amount which, together with their respective salaries, 
shall not, in the whole, exceed the sum of $3,000 per an- 
num.” 

Mr. JONES said he did not know what might 
| have been the intention of the committee in this 
| section of the bill, but he thought he saw very 
|| clearly what its effect would be: it would in prac- 


tice raise the compensation of the three Assistant 
Postmasters General to $3,000 apiece. If this was 
the intention, why not so provide, openly and 





| 

|| fairly ? 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON explained the clause, and 
defended it as necessary, just, and proper. As- 
sistant Postmasters General were sometimes sent 

|| off to a distant post office on business of the depart- 

|| ment where their nal presence was required, 

‘and where a post office agent could not supply their 

'| place. The existing law forbade, in such a case, 

| their travelling expenses to be paid, and surely he 

|| ought not to ao out of his own allowance. 

r. HAMLIN inquired whether they were now 

| 80 paid, or whether they were not oid i the de- 

|| partment? s 

Mr. HOUSTON said he had been informed that 
| in one case the department paid, and in another the 
officer paid them out of his own pocket. 








On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved * 


ee ee — 


noe a 











r. JONES persisted in his opposition, con- 
ae that, for the existing salary of $2,500, the 
Assistant Postmaster General covenanted with the 
department for his whole time, and the 
right to send him wherever the service of the de- 
partment uired. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Agreed. But would the gen- 
tleman compel him to pay his Own travelling ex- 

nses, besides giving the department his labor and 
Peountering the necessary risks of travelling? 
Mr. H. referred to the great labor performed, es- 

cially by one of these officers, (Mr. Hobbie,) 
and insisted that he was as well entitled to $3,000 
as other officers of Government who received that 
amount and did less for it. 

Mr. JONES said there was another way to 
remedy that, and put them all on an equality, and 
that was by reducing the otherseto $2,500. He 
was for “levelling down,”’ not for * levelling up.” 


Why give legislative power to the Postmaster Gen- | 
eral? Congress, and not the Postmaster General, || 


should fix the compensation of public officers. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. HEN- 
LEY, who moved to amend the proviso by stri- 
king out all after the word ‘“‘amount,”’ and inserting, 
“pot to exceed the amount expended by said 


agents aS necessary travelling expenses while so | 


employed.” ’ 
Mr. JONES thought this allowed too great lati- 
tude. The man might spend one hundred dollars 


day. 
, Mr. HENLEY said he thought the gentleman 


ought to be willing to repose some little confidence | 


in somebody besides himself. [A laugh.] He 


hoped there was still a little honesty left in the | 


country. 


Mr. JONES said, if the allowance was restrict- || 
ed, the restriction would not affect the honest offi- || 


cer, though it might, to some extent, one that was 
not so. ~ % 

Mr. HENLEY said, Well, he was willing to 
modify this amendment so as to say “‘ necessary”’ 


travelling expenses: and he modified it accord- | 


ingly. 

‘Mr. HILLIARD thought there was a manifest 
propriety in allowing the proviso to stand as it 
was. The officer should be paid not-merely the 
amount of his travelling expenses, when travelling 
inthe service of the department, but should be 


compensated for his labor and his nisk in perform- | 


ing the journey. Mr. H. considered it sound policy 


to pay well, and then exact good service. What | 


would this proposed allowance amount to? But 
$1,500, supposing all three of the Assistant Post- 
masters to be sent out every year; which he be- 
lieved would seldom happen. 

The question being put, the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SEAMAN moved to amend the bill by ad- 
ding thereto a new section, authorizing the pay- 
ment to Howland and Aspinwall, ofa draft drawn 
by James Reeside on the Post Office Department 
in 1835, and accepted by the treasurer of said 
department for $5,000, which was protested and 
never paid. f ; 

Mr. S. was going into a detail of the leading 
facts of the case, when he was called to order for 
irrelevancy. He asked to show that the amend- 


ment was germain to the bill, and was resuming | 


his statement when he was again stopped by the 
Chair, and the amendment was ruled to be out of 
order. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved that the salary of the 
First Assistant Postmaster General shall hereafter 
be $3,000. Disagreed to. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved the following amend- 
ment: 

“That hereafter, any law to the con notwithstand- 
ing, all advertisements, made under orders of the Postmaster 
General, in a newspaper or newspapers, of letters uncalled 
for in any post office, shall be inserted in such newspaper 
or newspapers as shall be designated by the postmaster of 
the town or place where the office rod ys bg situated, 
or the nearest newspaper thereto; provided editor or 
editors of such paper or papers shall agree to insert the 
same for a price not greater than that now fixed by law.” 

Ms. HILLIARD rose to a question of order as 
to the pertinency of the iment. = =—ti(sj 

The CHAIR decided the amendment in order. 

Mr. HILLIARD appealed. 

The question was stated and put on the appeal, 
and there were for sustaining the Chair 74, against 
it 26. No quorum voting, 

Whereupon the committse rose, 
And the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. | 
| Tuurspay, February 25, 1847. 

|| ‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
| Mr. BRIGHT presented fourteen resolutions of 
|| the Legislature of Indiana, in relation to a great || 
| variety of subjects: such as asking grants of land | 


} 
i 





| for the hospital for the insane; for the education | 
|| of the blind; the asylum for the deaf and dumb; | 
|| for aiding in the construction of the Buffalo and | 
|| Mississippi railroad; also, in completion of the || 
| Wabash and Erie canal, &c.; all of which were or- | 
'| dered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 
|| Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition from || 
| Seth M. Leavenworth, asking the passage of an | 
|| act directing the Postmaster General to execute a 
joint resolution which passed at the last session of | 
|| Congress, for the relief of B. Leavenworth; which | 
|| was referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented a pe- | 
\| tition from James Crutchett, asking an examina- || 





| tion into the propriety of purchasing the right to |, 

use solar gas for the use of the Capitol and public | 

| buildings in Washington; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Public Buildings. 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition from citizens 

of Peoria county, Illinois, asking that a portion of 

the public land may be set apart for the construc- || 


| tion of a road from Lake Michigan to the Pacific; | 
| which was laid upon the table. | 
|| Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from the || 
|| children and heirs of Nathaniel Leavitt, for com- 





|| mutation pay; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 


1 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. | 
Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the 


Judiciary, moved that the committee be discharged || 
from the further consideration of the following me- || 
|| morials, accompanied by reports in each case, || 
|| which were ordered to be printed: from Solomon || 
| Calvert Ford, Aaron Weeks, the heirs of A. L. | 
Duncan, and William H. Basset. | 
| Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made | 
a report, accompanied by a resolution, on the claim | 

| of Leslie Combs. | 
Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public || 
Lands, reported House bill to give the assent of || 


j 


Congress to the sale of certain salt-spring lands | 
heretofore granted to the States of Michigan and || 
Illinois and Arkansas, without amendment. 

Also, from the same committee, House bill to || 
|| create an additional land district in the Territory || 
| of Wisconsin, and for other purposes, with an |, 
/ amendment. 

Also, from the same committee, House bill for || 
the relief of the citizens of Beetown, in the Terri- |) 
| tory of Wisconsin, without amendment. 1) 
Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on In- || 
dian Affairs, moved that the Committee be dis- || 
charged from the further consideration of the me- || 
morial of Susan Coody and others, Cherokees, and || 
from the memorial of the Cherokee Indians residing || 
\| in North Carolina. 

Mr. BAGBY, from the same committee, reported 
House bills for the relief of George B. Russell and || 

others, and for the relief of the legal representa- 
| tives of the late Joseph E. Primeau and Thomas || 

J. Chapman, without amendment. } 

Also, from the same committee, an adverse re- || 
port on the memorial of Preston Starret and other 





Cherokees. 
Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Claims, reported House bill for the relief ; 


of the legal representatives of Simeon Spalding, || 
without amendment. 


_Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- || 
diciary, reported a bill to refund to the legal repre- 





| 


| 





SONAL (OLCR 


an obstacle. 
| of the Government. 


| unfit for service. 


| a large outlay to fit her out for any long and ardu- 
| ous service; but she might be put in sufficient re- 


| private citizen. 


| gave notice yesterday he s 


505 
eral contributions towards the relief of the suffering 
—— of Ireland, something more was necessary. 

t seemed to be required of the Government to give 
effect to the noble spectacle which was exhibited 
throughout the whole country; and the committee 


| thought the most practicable and ca@atitutional 
|, mode in which this could be done, was in the man- 


ner prescribed in this jomt resolution. He used the 
word constitutional, but it could not be concealed 
that there were constitutional impediments to a di- 
rect grant of any portion of the public funds which 
were appropriated for specific objects at home. 
There was no Senator on this floor who would for 
a moment hesitate to give relief to these poor suf- 
ferers; but the Constitution stood between them as 
Some persons might even object to 
this resolution on constitutional ground, but he 
could see no valid objection to it on this score. 


| The ship was only to be sent for the purpose of 


carrying out the contributions of our citizens, not 
And it was no more uncon- 


| stitutional to do that than it was to lend this Hall 
|| to the Colonization Society. There was another 


ground which might be taken in defence of this 
resolution. The ship was now lying at New York 
It would require much time and 


|| pair for this voyage for $6,000. She would require 
| new sails and rigging. The officer who had ten- 


dered his services to take the ship to Ireland, was 
known to be a gentleman of character. He hoped, 
therefore, that the joint resolution would be acted 
on, and suffered to pass at this time, and that the 
relief might be sent without delay to the poor fam- 
ishing and down-trodden, but brave and perishing 


|| people of Ireland. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he had yes- 
terday given notice of his intention to bring ina 


| bill to aid the suffering poor of Ireland, but he 


should not be able to prepare it before to-morrow. 
He would feel indebted to the Senator from Maine, 
therefore, if he would suffer this resolution to go 
over until to-morrow. 

Mr. BADGER had no constitutional scruples to 
overcome; but he objected to the measure out and 
out. What did the joint resolution propose? Why, 


|| to lend a public ship of the navy to transport pro- 


visions. Who was to command her, or have her 
in charge? Not an officer of the navy, but some 
Who was to be responsible in 
such a case? He doubted whether such a thing 
had ever been attempted, either here or in any 
other country. No man felt*more than he did for 
the destitution and suffering of the unhappy peo- 
ple, and if the President or Secretary of the Navy 
were to order a public vessel to carry the contribu- 
tions of our fellow-citizens, he had no objection; 
but to lend a public ship to an individual for that 
purpose struck him as an absurdity. Why accept 
the service of a private volunteer on such an oeca~ 
sion? or, when bread was wanting, why wait for 
the repair of a vessel? Would it not be better for 
the Secretary of the Navy to send a Government 
vessel in first-rate order at once to the scene of suf- 


fering? Why not send a national vessel, under 


the national flag, manned by her proper officers 
and crew ? 

Mr. FAIRFIELD moved that the subject be 
postponed until to-morrow; which motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose to call up the resolutions 
submitted by him some days since, and which he 
ould ask for the con- 
sideration of during the morning hour to-day. 

Mr. EVANS hoped that motion would not be 
pressed. It would be impossible to get on with 


sentatives of Thomas Cooper a fine imposed under the civil and diplomatic sparen bill, if the 


the sedition law. 


Mr.ASHLEY, from the samecommittee, moved ——- 


that the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Robert Owen. 
RELIEF TO IRELAND. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported 2. joint resolution authorizing 
the employment of the United States shi Macedo- 
nian to transport provisions for the suffering poor 
in Ireland and Scotland. _ 

[The resolution appropriates $6,000 for the re- 

of the shi 2 

Mr. FAIRFIELD stated, that while on ev 
side our fellow-citizens were e in the wor 
of contributing out of their own private means lib- 
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morning hour was to be taken up with other mat- 
ere were still numerous amendments to 


be disposed of, and he hoped the Senate would 
consent to take it up. 


Mr. CALHOUN then waived his motion for the 
present, giving notice, however, that he should 
call up the resolutions after the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr. Davis] should get through, or du- 
ring the morning hour to-morrow. 

THE CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL 
Was then taken the question ing being 
the amendment of Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, for 


an @ iation for completing the marine hospi-- 
tal at New 


Orleans, and the construction of a new 
custom-house in that city. 
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Mr. JOH NSON urged the propriety and neces- ! ritory by conquest, and, if territory was acquired i} 


If he could have followed his own inclinations, in- || Senator claims as belonging to him, and he declares 
stead of being impelled by a sense of duty, he || that he is s ai 
|| should, with great satisfaction to himself, have 1 


sity of the amendment, repeating the facts and ar- | 


| 
gumenis which he had brought forward yesterday | r 
|| United States, with conditions or without condi- 
gave notice, if that amendment || tions in regard to slavery? All these were great 
prevailed, i#@ should offer one for the building of a || and agitating questions, which might well engross 
custom-house in Savannah. The commercial sta- || the public mind. They were questions which 
tistics of that port showed that she was entitled to || might well een their time and attention, for 
a custom-house, and it would require no extraordi- || they imposed on the 


to sustain the Seernee 
Mr. BERRIEN 


nary draft on the Government. As to New Or- | 
leans, the Senator from Louisiana had put the claim 

of that city on grounds which seemed irresistible. 

The objection to it was not that it was not proper, 
but that it was not proper to insert it in this Cin 
He (Mr. B.) was in the same situation. A bill 
had been reported in this case, but it was not pos- 
sible it could be reached. An appropriation had 
been formerly made for Savannah, but it was not 
sufficient; and the present application had the sanc- 
tion of the Secretary. The building is now ina 





| 
| ed; and he therefore proposed to trespass on the | 
|| patience of the Senate for a very short period, to 





by the canny. and enterprise of our army, wheth- 
er it should come under the jurisdiction of the | 


Senate great and solemn ob- 
ligations in the discharge of their public duties. 


avoided entering into this discussion atall. But 


ment, but to the constituents whom they represent- 


express his opinions on these interesting topics | 


| frankly and fearlessly. 


fit state for a change, which it will be too late to || 


carry out hereafter. 

The question having been taken on Mr. Joun- | 
s0n’s amendment, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. EVANS then proceeded to offer a variety | 
of amendments, all of which were adopted without 
debate. He had another to offer, which had come 
from the State Department, and which he hoped | 
would be adopted. It was, * For the aed of 
diplomatic intercourse with Mexico, with a view 
to the termination of hostilities, in the event that 
the Government of that Republic shall consent to 
enter upon negotiation, $50,000.” 

The amendment was at once adopted. 

Mr. BERRIEN then moved to insert a clause 
apprepeating $30,000 for a custom-house at Sa- 
vannan, 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting a like sum for a custom-house 
at Charleston; and Mr. Berrien accepted it as a 
modification; and the question having been taken 
on the amendment, as modified, it was adopted. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the bill by insert- 


_not be misunderstood, that he was, and had been 


_ by what means we were brought into danger; he 


'done. But while he said this, candor required him 


'a war which was aggressive in its character, 
| war carried on for foreign conquest, and a war | 


the origin of the war, and on whom rested the | 


} 


tion gives to Congress, and to ese A alone, the 
‘|| power to make war and peace. 


| the existence of this war, there has been no dec- 


ing a clause appropriating $6,000 for a painting for || 


the vacant panel in the rotundo, to be executed by | 
William H. Powell, on the same terms as had been 
made with the late Mr. Inman; which motion was | 
agreed to. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to amend the bill by in- | 
serting, for indemnity in full to the owners of the 
L’Amistad, $50,000. Mr. S. having explained | 


and advocated the amendment, it was agreed to || 


without a count. 
Mr. CAMERON moved to amend the bill by | 
inserting a clause directing the Secretary of the | 


Treasury to pay to Ritchie and Heiss the amount |) ) \ 
| venient day, all discussion of the subject, and vote 


deducted from their accounts by the committees | 
of the two Houses for public printing prior to the | 
passage of the law fixing the rate of compensation. | 


Some discussion took place on this amendment, || 
which was opposed by Messrs. HUNTINGTON, || 


CLAYTON, BADGER, and CALHOUN, and | 
advocated by Messrs. CAMERON, SEVIER, | 
MOREHEAD, SIMMONS, and others; but be- | 
fore any question was taken, the bill was laid on | 
the table for the present. 


Oo ti f . SEVIER, the Senat - || . 
n motion of Mr. SEVIE ee annexation of Texas was both the remote and the 


| proximate cause of the war. The contest yester- | 


ceeded to the consideration of the special order: | 
THE THREE MILLION BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
appropriating three millions of dollars, to bring 
the war with Mexico to a speedy and honorable | 
termination, 

Mr. DAVIS said he rose with most unfeigned 
reluctance to enter into this discussion, which has | 
now occupied so much time, not only of the Sen- | 
ate, but of the public, and which has engaged so | 
much talent, so much eloquence, and so much | 
ability, in its discussion, This discussion had | 
opened upon them great and interesting questions— | 


questions that were somewhat momentous in their || maintained alsofby the Senator from Missouri yes- 
character. ‘The degree of interest which was felt }terday. The difference between them and the | 
in this subject was evinced by the crowded state || Senator from South Carolina was, that, while they 
of the galleries of the Senate Chamber; and the con- || assigned the annexation of Texas as the cause of 
stant devotion to it which the Senate has manifest- |, the war, he said that the admission of Texas was 


|| public without a declaration of war on our part 





j 
| 
} 
} 
| 
i 
1 
i 


| 


| which was prosecuted for the defence of our homes 


| Whence did it originate ? 


| of its causes 


He wished in the outset to state, that he might | 


at all times, prepared to furnish to the Government 
mostample means of both men and money, and | 
munitions of war, and whatever was necessary for 
the defence of the country. And if the country | 
requires defending—if it is necessary to protect our | 
soil and jurisdiction, he would not stop to inquire 


; 


would not stop to inquire by whose act it was 


to declare, that there was a vast difference between 


and our friends. Much had been said regarding 


responsibility of bringing it about. ‘The Constitu- 
t was confided 
as a matter of security to that body, and to that | 
body alone. But while Congress has recognised 





laration of war by Congress to this day; and we 
stand here involved in hostilities with a sister re- 


from the competent authority, and without any | 
declaration of war on the part of Mexico, from the | 
competent authority. That was our position. | 
The circumstances under which Congress recog- 
nised the war, were familiar to the minds of all 
the Senators. It was said then that there was no | 
time for discussion. It was said that it was a | 
period which demanded action. The necessity | 
was of an imperious character. It was thought | 
best, therefore, to postpone to a future and con- | 


| 





the supplies immediately. That was the under- 
standing; and it seemed now that the period had | 
arrived when the subject was to undergo discus- 
sion and examination. 

Well, then, what were the causes of the war? | 
He was not about to go 
into its remote causes, nor to discuss in detail any 
He thought it was now admitted on 
all sides of the Chamber—it was allowed by mem- 
bers on the other side as well as on this—that the 


day upon the other side of the Senate was, when 
and where the war was commenced; admitting this | 
to be the cause. 

Mr. CALHOUN begged to correct the honor- | 
able Senator. So far as he was concerned, he had | 
never said thatannexation was the cause of the war. 








ti 


| 
| 





| 











Mr. DAVIS continued. He was about to say | 
that this was admitted on all sides of the Senate, | 
though he did not allude particularly to the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina. It was inferred the 
other day, by the Senator from Louisiana, that 
annexation was the cause of the war, and this was 





i 


ed showed its importance. They found the coun- || not necessarily the cause, (but that it had proved 
try in a state of war; and the great question had || to be so, he thought the Senator would not deny,) 
been raised, how we got into this war? and the | but if more judicious counsels had been followed, 
question now was, how shall we get out of it? And || it would not have occasioned a war. It did not 


connected with these, we have other topics which || follow, then, from the 


are very well calculated to excite the public mind. 
Among those topics, was the inquiry, whether this 
war is carried on for the purpose of acquiring ter- 


} 


ition assumed by the 


| Senator, that it was not the cause of the war. 


\| 


_Mr. CALHOUN, It may have been the occa- 
sion of the war, but not the cause. 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 25 


’ 








eens 


Mr. DAVIS. I will adopt the Senator’s dis. 
tinction. I will adopt his phraseology. It was the 
occasion of the war. Well. Now, sir, why was 
Texas annexed to the United States? There haye 
been, in the course of this debate, some disclosures 
in regard to this matter. Why was Texas annexed’ 
to the United States? Why was that act done of 
which the Senator from South Carolina informs us 
that he claims the honor of being the author ? The 
honor of thatepoch in the history of this country the 
roud of t stinction to be deriy 
from it. The Senator, if I understand racic 


‘| rectly, admits that Texas was annexed to the 


|| they all owed obligations, not only to the Govern- | 


United States at what he considers an opportune 
moment—a golden moment, as he expresses jt— 
because he thought it expedient that slavery should 
continue. He thought that there was danger thai 
the institution of slavery might be abolished jn 
that territory, and that that moment, when the 
golden opportunity presented itself, was seized 
upon for the purpose of giving it perpetuity, 

Mr. CALHOUN said, his impression’ (if the 
Senator would allow him to interrupt him for a 
moment) was, that, if slavery was abolished in 
that territory, it would be abolished in all the 
States. 

Mr. DAVIS continued. The Senator wished 
slavery to be sustained there, that it might be sus- 
tained in other States. He wished to do the Sen- 
ator no injustice; he wished to state his position 
fairly, as he had laid it down. The Senator is not 
alone in that position. He considered it, then, as 
a fact, established beyond all controversy, that this 
was the Senator’s motive for the annexation of 
Texas. There were other reasons for annexation 
which had not been alluded to, and he took leave 
merely to suggest them. He thought there had 
been proof enough that there was a large body of 
persons in Texas to whom the Government of 
that republic was largely indebted, who held the 
paper of that Government, and who were more 
anxious to be annexed to a country the Govern- 
ment of which had some money in its treasury, 
with the hope of obtaining payment of the debts 
due to them, than the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina could have been on account of the 


|| Subject of slavery. ‘There was also another cause, 


which had in certain quarters no inconsiderable 
weight and influence, which weight and influence 
was brought to bear upon the subject of annexa- 
tion. A sentiment of ambition had crept into the 
mind of the then incumbent in the chair of State. 
He looked forward to glory and renown as asso- 
ciated with his name; he expected to build up a 
reputation for himself by being the author of this 
act. It was not necessary to go into the proof of 
this. All the world knew it; the world had evi- 
dence enough of it. It was a combination of events 
of this description that caused the annexation of 
Texas to the United States. He believed it was 
well understood that the then incumbent of the 
chair of State, in carrying out the views which he 
entertained in relation to this subject, had hoped 
to attain the Presidential chair. He hoped it would 
recommend him so strongly in the public estima- 
tion that it might by that means elevate him to 
that high station. In this he failed. On the 4th 
March, 1845, the measure fell from his hands, 
And what followed? The present Administration 
took it up at this point, and followed precisely the 
same policy which was laid down by the Senator 
from South Carolina, and which was so much con- 
demned by the Senator from Missouri yesterday. 
The same plan was carried out as that which had 
been partly carried out during the late Adminis- 
tration. It was followed up by despatching the 
resolution to Texas. Hasty as it was, objection- 
able as it was, according to the Senator from Mis- 
souri yesterday, it was approved of by the Presi- 
dent, and, unless common rumor was extremely 
at fault, the present Administration, in the course 
it took, was but out the views of the 
Senator. He could not vouch for the truth of the 
rumor; but this he knew, that there was an un- 
derstanding everywhere that the course recom- 
mended by the Senator from South Carolina met 
theapprobation of the President. These resolutions 
were sent to Texas, and they were complied with; 
their terms and conditions were assented to; and, 
under these circumstances, Congress met in De- 


cember, 1845. Then came the message of the. 
| President, and here they had a starting point in 


the matter. They learned from the message of the 
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hat high officer were. Hecongratulated the coun- || 
uy upon the annexation of Texas as a signal tri- i\ 
umph—a triumph bloodless in its character, and || 
therefore so much the moreatriumph. He con- || 
gratulated the country that its flag had been plant- || 
edupon the Rio Bravo; and in the same message || 
the President informed Congress, in relation to 
Mexico, that there was a dissatisfaction on her | 
vart in regard to this measure, and that — 
matic relations between the two countries had || 
been broken off in consequence of it; and yet he |, 
declared that he had been anxious to perpetuate || 
snd maintain a relations between the two || 
countries; that he had done all that lay in his pow- \| 
er to cultivate and cherish a good understanding || 
between them. He also informed us that the army, 
or a considerable portion of it, had been concen- || 
trated upon the Nueces, ata place called Corpus | 
Christi, and that a naval force had been sent into || 
the Gulf of Mexico. These were facts revealed to |, 
us by the message of the President; and, without | 
troubling the Senate with details in connexion with || 
the statements derived from Presidential authority, || 
he would come to another piece of evidence which | 
no gentleman would question. On the 13th of || 
January following, while Congress was in session, | 
an order was issued from the Department of War | 
to this army to advance and take a position upon | 
the Rio Grande. It did advance, though not im- 
mediately, and reached that river in the month of || 
March. It took its position, and erected field- || 
works opposite to Matamoros; it planted batteries || 
looking into that city and looking into the camp of | 
the Mexican army, that lay within range of its | 
guns, as was stated by our own officers, though | 
the Mexican army was there long anterior to the | 
time when our army reached that point. He had | 
run over these facts with the view of calling the 
attention of the Senate to the circumstances which 
surrounded this movement. The first striking fact | 
was, that here was not only a considerable city, 
but a military encampment, where a large military | 
force had been for a long time collected on the op- | 
posite side of the river, and within gunshot of the 
place where your batteries were erected. Now, | 
sir, (continued Mr. D.,) suppose our positions || 
{ 





} 





were reversed, what would be our ideas of‘ move- | 
ment of this description on the part of Mexico? 
Would we not consider it as throwing down the 
gauntlet? Would we not consider it as a measure || 
provocative in its character? Why, it was beard- | 
ing not only the Mexican army, but the Mexican | 
people in their own homes. 

he next important fact was, that at the time || 
when this movement was made, there was a | 
boundary line in dispute. How does this appear? | 
lt appear from the message of the President of the | 
United States—and that is pretty good authority; 
but there is better authority than that—it appears 
by the resolutions passed by Congress authorizing | 
the annexation of Texas, that there was a dispu- | 
ted boundary, and that that question of boundary | 
was reserved for negotiation. ‘The President does 
not deny the fact. He never has denied it. He 
has admitted on all occasions that there was a | 
boundary in dispute between the two countries, | 
and had been for a long time. He will not deny | 
itnow. Well, what were the circumstances which | 
attended this boundary at the time the army was | 
marched from Corpus Christi? And this brings 
me to consider for a moment what rights Texas 
had acquired in relation to this boundary; and I 
say here, sir, without fear of contradiction, that 
Texas never had any right to any territory there 
except what she conquered with the sword. She 
never had any concessions made to her by the || 
Mexican Government, or any agreement touching | 
the boundary, except a convention or armistice en- | 
tered into by Santa Ana after he was made pris- | 
oner of war. That armistice fixed the boun 
at the Rio Grande, not tor the purpose of settling 
the disputed line, but for the purpose of the armis- 
lice itself, But it must be observed that this very 











armistice was to be of no effect unless sanctioned 
by the two Governments. It never was sanctioned 
by the Mexican Government. They denied the 
right of their military chief, who was , prisoner of 
war, to make the armistice, and it fell to the 
ground. There is no evidence that Texas pos- 
sessed any authority at all in any portion of the 
country she occupied, except such as she obtained 
by conquest. So far as she had acquired posses- 
sion by the sword, so far she had jurisdiction— 
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| sir, 


there subject to Mexican law, ee 


|| the facts and circumstances as they are. The rule | 
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president what the express views and wishes of || no further; the conqueror having a possessory | door of the President, and ask what information 


right as far as the conquest extends, and no fur- |, he has got? 
ther. Well, how far did this possessory right go? 

How far did the Government of Texas maintain | 
its jurisdiction? Did they ever eee 
tion in the valley of the Rio Grande? Did they | 
ever exercise any authority there whatever? No, 
At the time the army of the United States 
marched into that valley, it found the inhabitants 


No. Itis the duty of the President 
| to impart information to Congress, and whether 
the facts were known, or whether they existed in 
vague rumor, makes no difference. The war was 
begun in the manner in which 1 heve described. 
Now, sir, why was it that this war was precipi- 
tated upon us under such circumstances as these? 
Did the President meditate war from the outset, 
|, when he was declaring to us in his annual mes- 
Mexican authority, in opposition to the United || sage that he was anxious to propitiate the republic 
States. This was the case from one end of the val- | of Mexico—that he was desirous of peace? Did 
ley of the Rio Grande to the other. Well, what is | the President of the United States desire war, and 
the rule in such cases? Here isa disputed bound- || did he distrust the disposition of Congress? Did 
ary. | do not mean to go into an argument to show || he desire war, and did he doubt that if he pre- 
we finally has the right to it. mean to take | sented the subject to Congress, with the facts and 
the circumstances that surrounded it, did he doubt 
has been laid down again and again. It was laid || that Congress would respond favorably to his 
down in the settlement of the boundary of Mexico || wishes? Something like two-thirds of a very 
that the party in possession should maintain pos- || elaborate message, presented to us at the openin 
session until the question of boundary was set- || of the present session of Congress, is occupied with 
tled. This is a rule recognised by all Govern- | a detailed account—a good deal exaggerated, I 
ments, I believe, and it is founded in reason. || must say—of spoliations committed by Mexico 
Well, if this is the rule, any disturbance of the || upon American citizens. Iam not about to jus- 
party in possession is an aggressive act. Well, || tify such acts; very far from it. I hope that Mexi- 
now, what was done under these circumstances? || co will see the day when she will do justice to 
The army, by the command of the President, || all those individuals; but the President puts all 


|| advanced, and took a position such as I have de- || this in his message, with a view to satisfy the coun- 


scribed. It not only took this position, but it || try that there are satisfactory causes of war. But 


| blockaded the river leading to Matamoros. These || how is itin regard to these claims? In the first 


are the circumstances which surrounded this || a a very considerable proportion of them have 
movement. Are they aggressive in their char- || been settled by arbitration. The amount due has 
acter, or are they not? That is the inquiry. || been acknowledged by Mexico, and she has given 
When the President authorized a movement of | her promise to pay, and would have done so as 


|| cumstances, to avoid a conflict? 


this description, could he do it without expecting || 


to excite the resentment of Mexico, even if he did | 
not produce a eee between the two nations? | 
I need not dwell upon these circumstances, but | 
I ask you whether it was possible, under such cir- | 


hend no way in which such a result was not inev- 
itable. Well, sir, these circumstances, to say the 
least, were well calculated to bring about that 
event. 


Why, no sooner did this occur than a 
message was despatched to the Capitol with the 
news. You know, sir, what that news was. We 


|| were informed that blood had been shed upon 
| American soil; that war had been commenced by | 


Mexico. A message came in here announcing 
these events; and under these pressing circum- 
stances, we were called upon to vote means for 


| 
| 
| 


|| Sustaining the army. It was represented to us that || 
| the army was in great peril; that such was the emer- 


gency that there could with propriety be no delay, 
and even the documents which were sent in here to 
support the message were not permitted to be read. 
e were called on to act at once, without the evi- 
dence contained in those papers. They were not 
read in either house. A bill came up immediately 
from the House, and was presente 
consideration and concurrence. It began by sta- | 


I can compre- || 


|| jority against a war would have been 


here for our || 


fast as she was able. It was a liquidated debt. She 
could not pay, but we can find reasons enough for 
that. Now, how wasit in regard to the balance of 
these claims? Your late Minister had negotiated 
a treaty by which a mode of adjusting those claims 
was agreed upon. That treaty was amended by 


|| this Government, and their Government had under 


consideration those amendments. Now, would 


j } 
|| any gentleman say that outstanding debts thus ad- 
It was brought about; the troops came in ; 

|| conflict and blood was shed, and what was done || 
| then? 


justed and thus agreed to be paid were causes of 
war? If the President had brought forward such 


|| & proposition, what support would he have found 
|in this body? Congress would not have listened 


to ita moment. This matter was communicated 
in the message of the President last session, and 
communicated again at this session of Congress; 
yet Congress has never considered for a moment 
that it was a sufficient cause for war. I hold it to 
be perfectly certain, that if the question of war or 

eace had been submitted to Congress, the ma- 
rfectly 


overwhelming. Well, if the President desired a 


| war, he took the right course: he would not have 


been successful in obtaining it from Congress. But 
there are some other circumstances attending this 
subject which will throw some light upon the state 
of affairs between the two countries. 

A letter had been read here from a person named 
Marks, who had been a consul or dignitary of 





ting that war existed, and existed by the act of the || some sort at Matamoros, and therefore was a 
republic of Mexico, and it demanded an appro- || person to be relied on; and what does it contain ? 
priation to provide men and money to carry on this || He wished the fact set forth in that letter to be 
war. We were told that the emergency was such || considered in connexion with the message of the 
that we ought not to stop to debate a question of | President. It stated, in substance, that the com- 
this description; that the army was in imminent || manding officer of the Mexican forces on the Rio 
peril, and that we ought to send them succor at || Grande had had several interviews with the writer, 
once. Under the pressure of these circumstances, || and that he had stated to bim that the Mexican 





the bill was passed. Many of those gentlemen || Government wasanxious for 


with whom I am in the habit of voting on this side, 
voted for it—voting under a protest, however. 
The bill was passed. 
Now, the first thing that strikes my mind as sin- 
ular is, that all these transactions happened while 
ongress was sitting here, and no appeal was made 
for its advice. ‘The first intimation that Congress 
had of the commencement of hostilities was the 
announcement to which I have just adverted, that 
the army was in peril. It was said, the other day, 
that my honorable friend from Delaware had some 
information prior to this of the march of the army 
tothe Rio Grande, which he imparted to the Senator 
from South Carolina. There was a cooing. tomen 
that the army had been ordered to the Rio Grande. 
The Senator from Louisiana, the other day, seemed 
to suppose that gentlemen were required to act 
under such circumstances. Suppose that the facts 
were known to be true that the army had been 
ordered to march, would it change the case at all? 
Would it ae Executive responsibility? Is 
it the duty of rs here to go and knock at the 


| 
| 





hat they were 
anxious to settle the question of boundary by 
treaty; and, in order that this might be done, he 
proposed that the forces should remain at a dis- 
tance from each other; that the Mexican arm 
should remain on the west bank of the RioGrande, 
having the liberty to send out small ies as far 
as‘the Colorado, to keep the Indians in subjection. 
It was a kind of armistice that was proposed. If 
a state of hostilities had existed, it would have 
been equivalent to that. If this could have been 
accomplished, and a door thus — to enter 
upon negotiations, why did this ernment not. 
embrace it? Why did they turn aside this evi- 
dence of a disposition on the part of Mexico to 
i negotiations, and pay no sort of regard to it? 
If the President was desirous of prace; if he was 
anxious to propitiate this people; if he was anx- 
ious to settle this disputed boundary by negotia- 
tion, why did he not avail himself of the opportu- 
nity thus to him of placing everything ina 
tranquil situation upon the frontiers? That was the 
most desirable move that could have been made ? 
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have turned its attention first of all, was to tran- 
quillize the frontier and prevent a hostile collision, 
and then arrange matters by negotiation. 


mast have been plainly seen by the Executive, | 


and yet it was allowed to pass by like the idle wind, 
without being regarded. The President showed 
no disposition to notice this matter, but issued his 
order for moving the troops. ‘The honorable Sen- 
ator from Louisimna, in his remarks the other day, 
intimated that the commanding officer who marched 


the troops from Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande | 


had a discretionary power as to where his encamp- 


ment should be placed, and where his batteries | 


should be planted, and if any inference was to be 


drawn from the statement of the Senator, it was | 


that that gallant officer was responsible for as- 
suming the position which he occupied opposite 
the city of Matamoros, and responsible for the 
consequences which followed; but it was his busi- 
ness to execute the orders he had received accord- 
ing to the intention and spirit of those orders. 


The President had never complained of the man- | 
ner in which his instructions had been executed. | 


On the contrary, he had approved of it from be- || 


ginning to end, and it was theref»re unfair, when 
unpleasant consequences ensued, to turn round 
and say that the officer who executed the com- 
mands of the Executive was answerable for the 
result. It was too late to say-that it was his 
fault. 

But Mr. Slidell was sent out to negotiate, and he 
had no instructions in regard to this matter that 
had ever been made public. 
matter? 
munication of Mr. Marks. 

Mr. D. proceeded to give a history of Mr. Sli- 
dell’s mission, quoting largely from his correspond- 
ence with the departments, and the Executive com- 
munications to him and to Congress, to show that 
the President precipitated the state of hostilities 
in which the country found itself. 

They had, then, the fact, that the President 
did net communicate the circumstances to Con- 
gress, and that from his removal of the army 
to the Rio Grande, war had ensued. The Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. Brerse,} in his remarks 


How, then, stood the | 
Why, Government disregarded the com- | 


the other day, had inquired, Cui bono ?—For | 


what purpose should the President bring on war? 
Why should he forbear consulting Congress— 
the constituted authorities of the country? Well, 
every gentleman must explain that on the evi- 
dence before them. The President had come 


into power on the Texas question, and it might | 


be that he saw floating before his vision hopes and 
expectations of glory in other questions. Why, 


the agitation respecting the Texas question had | 


scarcely begun to subside and tranquillize, before 
they began to hear of the importance of Califor- 
nia to the United States. Our frontier there was 
not broad enough, and acquisition of territory 
there was deemed desirable. And might not that 
have some influence on the Presidential mind? 
Might not the President have flattered himself that 
war would be popular, and if there was a large 
acquisition of territory, that that would be a suffi- 
cient apology for the war? For some time there 
were vague rumors floating over the country on 


this subject; but on the 8th of August last, a mes- | 
sage was sent to Congress, not saying in terms | 


that this war was prosecuted for the purpose of || 


conquest, but its friends so understood it, and | 


money was asked for at the hands of Congress to 
facilitate negotiations for peace, on the ground that 
that territory was to be acquired, and through this 
war. We had not then ‘os reached the idea of 


indemnity; but the annual message which came to | 


them in, December put forth that idea, and the hon- 
orable Senator from Arkansas (Mr. Sevier] seem- 


ed to think that in expecting Upper California and | 


New Mexico—one-third of her territory—we were 

uite moderate in our ne em And how had 
this war been prosecuted? He was not about to 
examine the entire campaign; but they were well 
aware that ery had the war been endorsed by 
the recognition of Congress, than a shout went 


the halls of the Montezumas; let us plant our | 


flag there, and under its protection, make a peace."’ 


Well, at the same time with this declaration, | 


there went out another of a somewhat extraordi- 
nary character. It was said here, and it was said 
in the press, and, if his memory did not fail him, 


it found its way into grave State papers, that we |' what the Senator had said. It was to be paid over 


The matter to which the Government should were to * es That was the favorite || to the treaty-making power. 


expression. Well, what is “ conquering a peace?”’ 


the other day he did not quite understand what was 
meant by the expression. What, then, was “ con- 


|" quering a peace?” Was it not drawing the sword || that it would be paid wherever the Presi 


and throwing away the scabbard? It was to throw 
/ away all pacific means, and rely on brute force. 
| It was the adoption of a policy which should be 
the last adopted by any country. ‘“ Conquera 
peace ?"? What was it but “* Lay on Macduff, and 
damned be he who first cries, hold, enough?” 
That was the doctrine; and what was it but to say, 


beat 
ee upon him, and when you have subdued 
him by brute force, dictate such a peace as you 
think proper?’’? That was ‘ conquering a peace.”’ 
It is to beat your enemy down, to trample him un- 
der your foot, to make peace on your own terms, 
such as they thought proper to dictate, under cir- 
cumstances like these. Now, why is this? What 
_ motive have we to conquer such a peace? Why, 
there is an organic law in Mexico which requires 
its Government to maintain the integrity of that 
country, and forbade those who administered its 
Government to dismember its territory. Could 
they, then, have a peace by ordinary means, while 
the organic law prevented the dismemberment of the 
territory? But it might, by the means he had pre- 
scribed. When a people is broken down under 
foot, they must yield to the terms the dictator pre- 
scribes. This is ‘* conquering a peace.”’ 
| Well, they had been voting men and money 
without stint. They had by law provided every- 
thing the President asked; and it had all been asked 
with the declaration that it was fora vigorous prose- 
cution of the war—that it was to “‘conquer a peace.” 


This was the use that was to be made of it. It was, | 


that they might beat the enemy down and bring 
him to your own terms. There had also been sug- 
gestions made here, that our army should be made 


to subsist in that country—that contributions | 
should be extorted; and it was expected we should | 


the sooner be able to “ conquer a peace” by these 
strong means. But the bill before the Senate pro- 
posed to place at the disposition of the President 
three millions of dollars. For what? 
purpose and whatend? It was to defray the ex- 
traordinary expenses of obtaining a peace. Was 
it not apparent that the President was not content 
with the ordinary means of the country? The 


money power is to aid and assist him in “conquer- | 


ing a peace.’’ And how is it to be applied? What 
disposition is to be made of it? Is it to be spent 
in the purchase of territory? Or was it to main- 
tain the army and navy? Nobody pretended to 
know more than that it was for extraordinary ex- 
penses. What are aaa The chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, seeing that this 
question would be pressed upon him, gave a rea- 
son. It was to open a way for peace: but how, 
he did not feel willing to explain. If that honor- 
able Senator was understood, however, he did in- 
timate that it was to clothe and pay the Mexican 
army. 

Mr. SEVIER again explained. He said he had 
stated that the three millions were to be given to 
the proper Mexican authorities—the treaty-making 
power, who might want it to pay off the army. 

Mr. DAVIS had not the language of the Senator 
from Arkansas before him, and he was willing to 
take that Senator’s own version of what he did 
| say. That Senator best knew his own views. He 
however believed that Senator’s language was that 
this money was wanted to dispose the Mexicans 
to make peace. 

Mr. SEVIER said his idea was that this money 
was to be used in making a peace—that in the ma- 
king of the peace, we should expect to obtain 
some indemnity, at least in part, for the expenses 
of this war, as well as for the claims of our citi- 
zens against the Government of Mexico—and this 
money would be paid to the treaty-making power, 


| to be applied to necessary purposes Swern 
> _ which he supposed would be the paying off of the 
forth from the press, “ Now let us be onward to | 


army. 

Mr. DAVIS was willing at all times that gentle- 
men should give explanations of their own views. 
He took the explanation of the chairman of the 

_ Committee on Foreign Relations as he had given 
| it; and again he repeated the question, what is to 
| be done with this money? The Senate had heard 





|| be used to pay off the army—that was o 


a | The honorable Senator from South Carolina said | gestion. It was to be paid for the suppor 
this || 


| 


|| pay it into the coffers of Mexico. It w 
|| vided that it was to defray extraordinary expenses 


- a on your enemy, you are stronger than he— || 
im down, wield your power without mercy, || 


For what | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. Feb. 25, 








Probably it was to 
ne Sug- 


t of 
/army—that was another; and there might Aa 


thousand other suggestions. He took it, however 

t dent of the 
United States should agree to pay it. There = 
| no stipulation in this law that the President shalj 


a8 only pro- 


Such were the terms of the law. This, it must be 
admitted, was a very broad power; and what a 
spectacle should we exhibit? e€ were willing to 
make peace with Mexico, but we would pay Mexi- 
co for the peace. It was necessary she should have 
money to ry her armies! hy, if we make 
peace with Mexico, she will no longer want an 
army. Last year another version was given. Then 
it was represented that quite a different use was to 
made of this money, and how did he know that 
| now such a use would not be made with it? |, 
was said, that if we made a treaty with one of the 
|| military chieftains of Mexico, no reliance could be 
placed upon it, asa pronunciamento would be made 
the next day by some other chieftain, unless we 
| could secure the good-will of the army. The 
|| army must be propitiated; we must have a good 
|| understanding with the oT and why? In order 
| that, in opposition to the public will, a peace with 
| Mexico might be enforced by a Mexican army. 
|| It had been thrown out, with what truth each one 
| must judge for himself, that the people of Mexico 
| were indisposed to the dismemberment of their 
|| country; and if through the influence of money 
any chieftain should see fit to agree to it, the people 
| would rebel, and we should requife the army of 
| Mexico to aid us in enforcing the peace. That 
was one version given last year—with how much 
justice he would leave each one to judge for him- 
self. But if they were to pay an army to secure 
| a peace, how long would it endure? If it were 
|| necessary this year to give three millions of dollars, 
how much would be required next year? But he 
had heard even more objectionable suggestions. 
|| It had been intimated that some of these chieftains 
|| were very mercenary men; that they loved money, 
‘| and desired to obtain it; but he hoped, for the honor 
of the country and the reputation of this Govern- 
| ment, that no portion of this money was to be 
| — for the purposes of corruption. 
i| ad we no hope of bringing this war to a con- 
| clusion except through this auxiliary money pow- 
er? Were we to build our expectations on such a 
|| foundation as that? If this money was to be em- 
|, ployed to buy men and to obtain the good-will of 
1 the army, then, as was suggested by the Senator 
|, from Rhode Island, [Mr. Simmons,] he knew not 
|| who would bethe most degraded, the buyer or the 
|| Seller. 
| 


There was another question which he could not 
forbear noticing, though he should refer to it very 
briefly. The acquisition of territory had been 
_ agitated. They seemed to assume in these Halls 
| that we are to acquire territory by conquest, and 
| like footpads, before we acquire the booty, we fall 
| to quarrelling about it. Certain questions had al- 
| ready arisen. One was this : if territory is acquired 
‘| by treaty—and if it were, he hoped it would be 
| acquired by an honorable one—shall it come un- 
| der the jurisdiction of this Government without 


| 
} 
| 
| 
t 
} 
| 
| 


| 


| 
} 


‘| conditions, or shall conditions be made regarding 
| Slavery? He did not intend to go into an argu- 
|| ment on this subject; it was not embraced in any 
|| if the power and money of this Government can 
'| be employed for the extension of slavery, and the 
|| acquisition of territory, because slavery exists in 
it, then it was avery plain proposition to his 
mind, that the Government has power to make 
conditions and prescribe terms on which it shall 
be received within our jurisdiction. And he said 
further, if it be true that slavery cannot be remov- 
ed from a territory where it exists—and that had 
been asserted—by the Government of the United 

| States, because it exists there, then he 
|| that if territory which is free is brought under the 
jurisdiction of the United States, for the very same 
reason slavery ought not to exist there. If it came 
in free, it ought to remain free. ‘The one propost- 
i good as the other. . 
He had but one other remark to make on this 


a tiechnenanachaaetaaitioangeenna tA 


provision of this bill, and therefore he should not 
tion was as 
point, and that was, that he was as much 


enlarge upon it further than to state it; it was this: 
as any one to discuss this great question with can- 
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dorand frankness. He had no asperity of feeling 
all on the subject; but gentlemen would pardon 
him when he said that when territory was brought 
in, and slavery was established in it, it became 
,imost impossible to uproot it again. A State 
prought into this Union was usually poor. There 
were vested rights of property which they felt it 
incumbent on them to maintain, and the result was 
een in the admission of many slave States since 
the adoption of the Constitution. He desired, how- 


and without passion, He entertained the opinion 
that it was quite proper that the free States of this 
Union should begin to look to this matter, and to 


vindicate the rights that belonged to them. He | 


thought so last session, when a bill was brought 


here from the House of Representatives for a sim- | 


ilar purpose, with a provision that slavery should 
not exist in the territory so to be acquired. Such 
a provision met his approbation. It came here at 
the close of the session—within some few minutes 
of the expiration of the session, when the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance rose and moved that 
that provision should be struck’ from the bill. 
With the views he had expressed, he rose in his 
place and objected to it, and he occupied a very 
short time, in the midst of many interruptions, in 
stating the grounds of his opposition, and the bill 
friled. No vote, however, was taken on the prop- 
osition; and for that, he believed, it had seldom 
fallen to the lot of any individual to have such a 
torrent of abuse and invective poured on his devo- 
ted head as had been poured on his. This, how- 
ever, gave him no great pain. He slept not the 
less peacefully on that account. Nevertheless he 
did not desire to be misrepresented; and hence he 
would state a few facts on this subject to set him- 
selfright. But whence came this abuse? He be- 
lieved it began with the organ of the President, and 
was followed by its satellites. There seemed to 
be a sort of rivalry between that portion of the 
press and the Absolioniats in the use of choice 
phrases of abuse. And how came these two ex- 
tremes together? How came these opposing pow- 
ers united for a common purpose? ‘They seemed 
to unite most heartily in pouring out their invec- 
tiveand slander. And why? By the one this ter- 
ritory was wanted, and he desired to retain in the 
billa provision which would prevent it being made 
slave territory. Did the Abolitionists desire that 
ornot? He would notstay longer to speculate on 
what they desired. 

That bill was introduced here some fifteen or 
twenty minutes before the close of the last session. 
Itembraced a great question—one that had been 
dwelt upon during the present session with great 
powerand eloquence. And how had it been char- 
acterized? ~=As a question which threatened to 
shake this Government to its centre. And yet they 
were called upon, in passive obedience to the Pres- 
idential will, to give a vote on a question of that 
sort without discussion. Now, suppose he and 
his colleague had sat here in silence, and that pro- 
vision had been struck out of this bill, in what 
position would they have stood? Why they would 
have been exposed to a mountain wave of abuse, 
from which there would have been no escape. 
They would then have been charged with neglect- 
ing their duty. He knew not what would have 
been the result if the vote had been taken; but 
unless the evidence before him was deceptive, it 
would have been stricken out. There would not 
have been foree enough here to keep it in the bill. 

But while he was charged with talking that bill 
to death, let him inquire how much time was de- 
voted to that great question. He had seen several 
accounts given of this by different reporters, and 
he had counted how often he had been interrupted 
during the short timethe occupied the floor, by busi- 
ness from the other House, and he was enabled 
to say that while the time occupied by him was but 
about a quarter of an hour—certainly not twenty 
minutes—he had been interrupted nine times. 
Now, he thought any gentleman who supposed 
that bill would have passed without discussion, if 
he had kept his seat, was under a misapprehen- 
sion. Gentlemen all around him mani an 
inclination to have the matter discussed. He saw 
around him unmistakeable signs of such a dispo- 
sition. It wasa mistake, then, to suppose 
that the bill could have passed. Any one who 
would look at the subject with candor, would see 
that the bill was brought here at so late a period 
that if the yeas and nays were taken on the prop- 


} osition to strike out, and it had been sent to the 
|| House, it was absolutely opens that it could 
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come back in time to accomplish its object. There 


|| was not enough of the session left. 


There was one other point on which he would 
say aword. He gave the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations a promise that he 
should have an opportunity to tale the vote upon 
that proposition, and he gave it in good faith. 


|| He intended the*vote should be taken. He was | 


ever, that this question should be discussed calmly i 


not aware that there was a difference between the 
clocks of the House and of this Chamber, but it 
appeared there was some eight minutes difference: 
the clock of the House was so much faster than 
the clock of the Senate. Their labors were there- 
fore brought to a close by the announcement that 
the House had adjourned. At the time the an- 
nunciation was made, he had determined to take 
his seat and give the Senate an opportunity to take 
the vote. He had promised it should be taken, 
and it was the misapprehension as to the time 
which prevented it. It was absolutely painful to 
him thus to speak about himself to this body, but | 
he had had so much vituperation and abuse, that | 
he had deemed it necessary to avail himself of this | 


eer to make this explanation. 
d 


He would say a word or two on another sub- | 
ject, and then he would take his seat. ‘The Sena- 
tor from Georgia [Mr. Berrien] had proposed to | 
amend this bill. He had proposed to incorporate 
into this law, if law it should become, a provision || 
setting forth that it was the express will of Con- | 
gress that this war was not to be prosecuted for 
conquest, and that this Government was at all | 
times ready to conclude a peace that would be 
honorable to Mexico as well as to ourselves. We | 
are in search of peace. This bill proposes to have | 
that object. There was great discontent in Mexi- 
co, arising from a fear that our purpose was to 
dismember that republic. They feared that the | 
object was to annex them to this country. That | 
was the exciting subject throughout the republic |. 
of Mexico. What, then, ought we to do, unless 
it was seriously determined to make conquest of 
that territory? The first object should be to admit || 
that such was not our object; that it was not our | 
purpose to wrest any part of their country from || 
them; that it was no part of our purpose to dis- || 
member their territory. And would not such an | 
assurance at once tranquillize the public mind of | 
Mexico? Would it not put anoe 
tion at rest forever here?—and what then would 
remain that could not be promptly settled? Ap- 
proach the question of boundary temperately, and 
that might be set at rest. The question of claims 
of our citizens could be settled also without diffi- |! 
culty. The basis was prescribed. They would | 
have nothing to do but to pursue the course || 
marked out, and they might have a peace in sixty || 
days, if the negotiators could be brought together. || 
If, however, it was intended to “ conquer a peace,” | 
the day, he was of opinion, was remote, when it 
would be obtained. He apprehended the post- 
ponement would be an indefinite one, if that course | 
were pursued, He heard it said, not long since, 
and by one in public station, who had it from the 
mouth of Santa Ana, that if it was the pleasure of | 


1er great ques- \| 








the United States, he could give them a ten years | 
war—a war as long as it took to conquer Troy. |) 
If we meant to disclaim that with which we are || 
charged, we should do it boldly and fearlessly, and || 
in language that could not be mistaken. € was || 
obliged to infer, from the facts which, in the course | 
of his remarks, he had placed before the Senate, || 
that the President of the United States is anxious || 
for the acquisition of territory. He was sorry to 
be obliged to come to that conclusion; but he could | 
not resist it. He intended to speak plainly and | 
fearlessly on this subject. He thought he under- || 
stood the President’s views on this question. He || 
thought, too, that if territory was to be acquired 
to satisfy his ambition and to glorify his name, it || 
was to be for the extension of slavery. He thought 
he knew the President's views on that subject; 
and he thought he understood the President’s 
policy in regard to it. He desired to see this Wil- 
mot proviso retained in this bill. Why? Because 
by that proviso, he said, he did not want eee: 
He desired to conquer the ambitious views of the 
President; and if they could prevent the President 
iring any but free territory, he had no fear 
that the President would carry on the war for that 
purpose. Retain the proviso, and the President 
would go to work as earnestly to get out of this |! 





war as he did to get into it. Other gentlemen 
might differ from him; but this policy would be 
his, to obtain that great boon which they all de- 
sired—a speedy and honorable : 

Mr. HANNEGAN took the floor, and, as the 
hour was late, proposed an adjournment; but gave 
way to 

Mr. CALHOUN, who gave notice that on to- 
morrow morning he would call up his resolutions, 
Mr. C. afterwards, however, in order that Mr. 
HanneGan should have the opportunity of pro- 
ceeding to address the Senate to-morrow, withdrew 
the notice. 

REPORTING BY CONTRACT, 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the Senate ad- 
journ; but a proposition having been made to go 
into Executive session, before doing so, he desired 
to offer a resolution which he would send to the 
Chair. Mr. H. then sent the following: 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and hereby 
is, authorized and directed to contract with Dr. James A. 


Houston to furnish full and accurate reports of the proceed. 
ings aud debates in the Senate for the thirtieth Congress: 


| Provided, That the cost thereof shall not exeeed the sum ot 


$12,000 for the long session, and 86,000 for the short session: 
and in the eventof an extra session of said Congress, in like 
proportion for such extra session, to be paid out of the 
appropriation for the contingent expenses of the Senate: 
Provided, also, ‘hat said contractor shall employ a sufficient 
number of stenographers and other reporters, to enable him 
to furnish fulland accurate reports of each day’s proceedings 
and debates in printed form on the succeeding morning, 
and shall have the same neatly made up at the close of 
every week, in quarto form, for presérvation, and shall fur- 
nish to each member of the Senate twenty copies ef the 
daily and twelve copies of the weekly publication, and that 
he shall also send daily, by mail, a copy of the daily reports 


|, to the principal newspapers of the United States. 


Mr. ARCHER hoped, before going into Execu- 
tive session, the Senate would indulge him by 
taking up the bill authorizing the purchase of the 
vapers of the late James Madison, from Mrs. D. 

. Madison. Mr. A. gave very urgent reasons 
why the bill should be favorably and promptly 


acted on. 


The bill was briefly opposed by Mr. BREESE 


and Mr. BENTON, the former of whom asked 


for the yeas and nays on the engrossment, which 
were ordered, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, John 
M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Evans, Fairfield, 


| Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson of Mary- 
| land, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Mason, Miller, More- 
| head, Sturgeon, Westcott, Ww 


w~dbridge, and Yulee—24, 
NAYS--Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Breese, Bright, Ben- 


| ton, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, Dickinson, and Niles—9. 


The bill was then read a third time by unani- 
mous consent, and passed, 

{The bill eee Se in hand, and authorizes 
the issue of scrip for $20,000, at an interest of six 
per cent., which cannot be sold or disposed of. 

Mr. EVANS observed that there was another 
bill, a cousin-german of the one just passed, for 
the benefit of an elderly lady, who was in ver 
destitute circumstances—he alluded to the bill for 
the relief of Mrs. Mary McCrae, widow of Colonel. 
McCrae. 

This bill led to some debate, in which Messrs. 
BREESE, ASHLEY, BUTLER, and others, par- 
ticipated, when the question was taken on order- 
ing the bill to be engrossed, and was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 10, 

The bill was, by unanimous consent, read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion, the Senate proceeded to the consider- 
ation of executive business, and, after some time 
spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuurspay, February 25, 1847. 


The Journal of yesterday was read (twenty-five 
ee being occupied in the reading) and ap- 
proved, 


On motion af Mr. GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON, 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Hopkins, 
of Virginia, in the chair, and resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (under consideration last even- 
ing) making apeenmone for the Post Office De-. 
partment for the year ending June 30, 1848. 

The question was put on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr, Bow ss, viz: 

* That ,any law withstanding, 
all a semen made alot ~ orders of the Postmastey 
General, ina newspaper Or newspapers, uncalled 
for in any post office, shail be inserted in such newspaper 
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esignated by the postmaster of | 
Se ee ee —— ad Sectlabae fe situated, or | 
the neurest newspaper thereto: Provided, The editor or edi- 
tors of such paper or papers shall agree to insert the same 
for a price not greater than that now fixed by law.” 

There were ayes 67, noes 45; no quorum voting, 
another count was had, when there were ayes 74, 
noes 18; still no quorum. | 

Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON moved that the commit- 
tee rise, in order that the House might take pro- 
ceedings to ascertain if a quorum was present. 

The committee then rose, and reported that the 
committee had found itself without a quorum. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON moved a call of the 
House; which motion was decided by yeas and 
nays: Yeas 74, nays 76. 

So the House refused to have a call. 

Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON inquired if it were in 
order to move to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from the consideration of the bill, so that 
the House might act on it? 

The SPEAKER said it might be done by unani- 
mous consent, 


The © ittee e ole resumed its ses- || : . 
rhe Committee of the Whole resumed own State was as much interested in a question of | 


sion, and the question was again put on agreeing 
to the amendment of Mr. Bow.in: Ayes 81, noes 
27: no quorum voting. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON requested Mr. Bowxiry 
to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr BOWLIN then withdrew his amendment. | 

Mr. SEAMAN moved to amend the bill by ad- | 
ding to the end thereof a new section, providing 
for the payment to Howland & Aspinwall of a 
draft for $5,000, drawn by James Reeside, in 1835, 
on the Post Office Department, and accepted by 
the treasurer of the department, which draft was 
protested, and never paid. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. SEAMAN appealed. 

The question was stated and put on the appeal, 
and the Chair was sustained. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 


THE PATENT LAWS. 

The bill in addition to, and in amendment of, | 
the ‘several acts to promote the progress of the | 
useful arts, was taken up. 

Sundry alterations and amendments, both verbal 
and written, were made thereto. 

Mr. MACLAY moved to amend the fourteenth 
section so as to require the oath to be taken ‘“ be- | 
fore a judge of the United States district or circuit | 
court’? by the patentee, &c. Agreed to. 


Mr. MACLAY also moved to amend said sec- || 


tion by striking out the words “ and report to the | 
said judge whether, in their opinion, the rights, or | 
any part thereof, so secured by letters patent, are 


violated; and the persons so appointed and autho- || 


rized shall be held under oath of secrecy,”’ and in- | 
serting “‘ with the consent of the party charged 
with such infringement, the house, shop, or other | 


place where such invention is said to be used, || 
.which house, shop, or other place, shall be de- | 


scribed in such complaint; and such persons shall 
be competent witnesses, if not otherwise legally 


disqualified, in any bill, suit, or other legal pro- || 
ceeding touching such patent or the infringement || 
| $30,000 could be advanced to them by Govern- 


thereof, but shall be sworn bY said judge.” ; 
On this section of the bill a debate arose, in 


which Mr. HENLEY, Mr. STANTON, and || 
others, submitted remarks explanatory of its pro- || 


visions, 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, considered 
the whole section as highly objectionable. It al- | 
lowed a man’s premises to be entered and search- | 
ed, and, if he refused permission, it was to be ta- | 

} 


ken as prima facie evidence that he was engaged in 
violating the rights of a patentee. Nor was the 
difficulty much obviated by laying the searchers | 
under oath not to disclose what they might see or | 
hear there. No doubt it might happen that the | 
rights ofa patentee would sometimes be violated in | 
the clandestine manner intended to be remedied by | 
this part of the bill. But the proof could usually 


| 





j 


| section. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. HENLEY defended the provision of this 
Inventors were often defrauded of their 


rights by the secret manufacture of the article, to 


‘| make which they had an exclusive right by law. | 
| The machine, or other process by which this is | 


done, might be locked up in an apartment where 
none could enter but those interested in the fraud, 
and the article thus made might be sold under the 
very eyes of the inventor, and he be left without a 
remedy. There was no other way to prevent this 
than by authorizing, in some way, an examination 
of the premises. He knew the difficulty and deli- 
cacy of any legislation for such an end; but this 


subject had been cautiously examined, and it 


|| seemed to be attended with as little restriction on 


| individual rights as was compatible with the na- 


ture of the case. 


Mr. ROCKWELL said he was a favorer of | 
| inventors; and he was disposed to go as far as 
any man in guarding their rights, and securing to | 


them the just reward of their talents and ingenuity. 


He knew, too, how extensively their rights were | 


sacrificed by fraud and avarice. Certainly, his 


| this kind as any.other in the Union; for he believed 





j 


there was as great a variety of inventions and of 
patented rights in Connecticut as were to be found 
within the same space anywhere. 
than permit a searching committee to enter a man ’s 
premises against his will, and examine all the work 
a might there be carrying on, he would vote 
against the whole bill. Better that no patent rights 
be granted than the odious practice of search-war- 
rants introduced to guard them. 

Mr. HENLEY asked the gentleman what he 
would do in the case supposed ? 


Mr. ROCKWELL repeated that if an article | 
made and sold, the fraudulent | 
maker and vender could, in almost all cases, be de- | 


was unlawfull 


tected and proceeded against. He was not like the 


| terrible admiral whose name nobody could speak 
| or spell; but where all detection was impossible, | 


the evil, like many others, must be endured. The 
suspected individual might have secret intentions 


of his own, which another manufacturer had no |! 


right to get access to. The law was oppressive in 
its tendency, and liable to great abuses. 


Messrs. SEABORN JONES, STANTON, and | 


McHENRY, spoke against the motion, and Mr. 
OWEN in its favor. 

When, the question being taken on Mr. Ma- 
cLAy’s amendment, it was rejected; and, 

On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, the section 
was stricken out. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, inquired of 
the Chair whether an amendment which he had 
prepares would be in order? He explained it as 

aving reference to the extension by order of Gov- 
ernment of a line of Morse’s telegraph from this 
city to New Orleans. He stated that General Jes- 
up had declared to him that if such a line had 
existed at the commencement of the war it would 
have saved to the Government not less than three 
millions of dollars on the contracts for the public 
service. A company had been raised which were 
ready to carry it a part of the distance; and if 


ment, to be refunded at the close of the war, or 
taken out in the costs of transmitting intelligence, 


the whole line could be completed by the opening | 


of the next session of Congress. 


Mr. H. advocated the amendment on principles 


of economy in the mode of conducting the war. 
The resolution having been read for informa- 
tion— 
The CHAIR pronounced it not to be in order. 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. McKAY moved to take up the Indian Ap- 
propriation bill, and the amendments of the Senate 

ereto. Agreed to. 

The amendments of the Senate were read and 


be obtained in a different way; and where it could || concurred in, except the amendment “ For the py: 
not, it was better that the injury should be en- || ment of claims provided for by the fourth article of 
dured than that, in remedying it, afar greater one | the treaty made on the 14th day of veneeny 1837, 


should be committed against the general right || with the Saginaw tribe of the Chippewa 


ndians, 


guarantied by the Constitution against domiciliary | Mamed in schedule B, annexed to said treaty, 
searches, If the amendment now proposed should || $12,243 75,”’ which was disagreed to. 
be added, (which required the assent_of the own- | 


ers of the premises,) the whole section would be | the amendments reported by 


| 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to take up 
the Committee on 


nugatory; and without the amendment it would || Indian Affairs, to be offered to this bill. 


be injurious. Mr. R. would therefore move, at 
the proper time, to strike it out of the bill. 


i] 


| 


The CHAIR ruled the motion out of order, as 
the committee had acted on the amendments of the 


But, sooner | 
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H Senate, and no further amendment could be made 
‘| to the bill. 


The bill was then laid aside. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee took 
up the bill making appropriations for the Military 
Academy, and amendments of the Senate theron 
| The amendments of the Senate were read and 
| agreed to, and the bill was laid aside to be > 
|| ported. 


_ On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, the bill 
| authorizing the erection of certain ligt 
and for other as was taken up. 

Mr. A. D. SIMS moved the following ameng. 
|| ment, to come in after the enacting words in the 
|| first section: 
\| “That as soon as a cession shall be made by the States 
|| respectively, within the limits of which any of the High’ 
| houses and other public works hereinafter provided for may 
| be situated, to the United States, of the jurisdiction Over a 
| tract of land, respectively, proper for the said light-houses 
| and other public works, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
| cause the said light-houses and other public works to je 

erected; und that he shall cause the light-houses and Other 

| public works herein provided for, which may be situated on 
| such locations as @re now within and under the jurisdiction 
| of > United States to be erected as soon as practicable; 
| and” ; 

Mr. SIMS made some remarks in advocacy of 
the amendment; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SEAMAN moved as an amendment: “ For 
a red light on Governor’s Island, $150.”” Agreed 
to. 


The following item, ‘* For a light-house on Cat- 
araugus creek, $3,000” being read, 
|. Mr. LEWIS moved to strike out “$3,000,” and 
| insert $4,000. Agreed to. 
|| Mr. McCLELLAND moved an amendment, to 
| come in at the end of the items’ for New York, 
| viz: ** For furnishing the light-houses on the At- 
lantic coast with means of rendering assistance to 
|| shipwrecked mariners, $5,000; the same to be 
| under the control and direction of the Secretary of 
| the Treasury.” Agreed to. 
| Mr. DARRAGH moved an amendment appro- 
| priating fifty thousand dollars for the erection of 
| cre hospitals at Pittsburg, Paducah, and Cleve- 

and. 
|| The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 
| Mr WRIGHT moved an amendment: “ For 
|| the erection of a light-house on the ridge at the en- 

trance of Newark harbor, near Bergen Point, New 
Jersey, $5,000.”’ 
'| Some conversation ensued as to the propriety of 
} this light, between Messrs. SEAMAN, GRIN 
|| NELL, and McCLELLAND. 
'| Mr. SEAMAN moved to add to the amend- 
ment, “if the Secretary of the Treasury may deem 
| it expedient or necessary.” 
Mr. WRIGHT accepted the modification. 
The question was put, and the amendment dis- 
|| agreed to. 
Mr. BAYLY moved an appropriation of $7,000 
|| fora light-boat to be stationed at the mouth of York 
| river, Virginia, if, in the opinion of the Secretary, 
it be deemed necessary. 

A conversation ensued on this amendment be- 
tween Messrs. BAYLY, WHITE, McCLEL- 
LAND, and WENTWORTH. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment disagreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved another amendment, pro- 
viding for a light-house on Hog island. Disagreed 


|| to. 
|| Mr. A. D. SIMS moved an amendment provi- 
|| ding for placing buoys in Winyah channel, lead- 


it-houses, 
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on 4 the port of rgetown, South Carolina, 
1,000. 

Mr. SIMS stated the utility of the measure. It 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. ROOT moved to amend the item for a light- 
house at Vermillion river, $3,000, so that it would 
read: ‘* For a beacon-light and preparing the head 
of pier for the same at Vermillion river, #8 .” 

t was 





r. R. explained the amendment. 
agreed to. , 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved an amendment: 
‘* For a light-house at Copper harbor, Fort Wil- 
kins, Lake Superior, Michigan, $5,000.” 
This amendment gave rise to some discussion, 
icipated in by Messrs. BARKLEY 
WORTH, WINTHROP, W. 


which was 
MARTIN, W 


W. CAMPBELL, JOS. R. INGERSOLL, Me- 
CLELLAND, HAMLIN, GILES, J. THOMP- 
SON, THOMASSON, DOUGLASS, PAYNE, 
McKAY, PILLSBURY, and T. B. KING. 
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The question was put on the amendment, and | 
no quorum voted; a recount was had, and the vote | 
was decided by tellers: Ayes 83, noes 42. So the | 
amendment was agreed to. 
amendment: ‘For an iron light-house in lieu of 
the light-boat stationed at » in Long Island 
Sound, $10,000."’ Disagreed to. 

Mr. McKAY moved a new section providing | 
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Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved an | 


(as the Reporter understood) for the survey by an | 


officer of engineers of any new site on which a 
jizht-house is authorized to be placed by the pro- | 


yisions of the bill before the erection’of such light- |) 


house. 


After some remarks by Messrs. GRINNELL, | 
McKAY, McCLELLAND, and others— 


The question was put on agreeing to the amend- | 


ment, and it was disagreed to: Ayes 56, noes 74. | 
Mr. JOHN A. ROCK WELL moved a new sec- | 


tion appropriating $7,000 for an iron light-house in | 
jieu of the light-boat stationed at , in Long 
Jsland Sound. Disagreed to. 

Mr. JOHN P. MARTIN moved a proviso: | 





“Providing that no money appropriated by this + 
bill shall be paid out of the Treasury, if the same || 


should be necessary to carry on the war with | 
Mexico.”” Disagreed to: Ayes 40, noes 78. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved an amendment for the | 
erection of a tight-house on the ridge at the en- | 
trance of Newark harbor, near Bergen, New Jer- 
sey, $4,500. Disagreed to. 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved an amendment for the | 


erection of a light house at Sabine Pass, Texas, | 
$5,000. Disagreed to. 

The bill having been completed, was laid aside. 

THE MARINE CORPS. 

On motion of Mr. 1. E. HOLMES, the bill for 
the increase of the Marine Corps of the United 
States was taken up. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved an amend- 
ment providing for the dismissal of the officers 
and men raised under the bill at the conclusion of 
the war with Mexico. 

Mr. HOLMES advocated and defended the bill | 
asa necessary adjunct of the war. 








After which— | 


The question was taken on Mr. Jones’s amend- || 


ment, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved the following as a substi- 
tute for the fifth section; which was agreed to: 

“ Be it further enacted, That the President, at the termi- | 
nation of the Mexican war, shall reduce the marine corps to 
anumber, both in men and officers, not exceeding the num- 
ber now in service.” 

The committee rose and reported the several | 
bills, as amended, which they had had under con- 
sideration. 

RELIEF OF IRELAND. 

Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT made a strong 
effort to get up his bill for the relief of Ireland, but 
the House refused. 

THE POST OFFICE AND OTHER BILLS. 

The bill aoe. appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office 
June 30, 1848, was taken up; to whic! 

Mr. HAMLIN moved the following amend- 
ment, and also moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question was 
ordered: 

“That hereafter, any law to the contrary notwithstanding, 
all advertisements, made under orders of the Postmaster 
General, in a newspaper or newspapers, of letters uncalled 
for in any post office, shall be inserted in such newspaper 
or newspapers as shall be secennaee by the postmaster 
the town or place where the office advertising is situated, 
or the nearest newspaper thereto; provided the editor or 


editors of such paper or papers shall agree to insert the same 
for a price not greater than that now fixed by law.” 


The question was decided by yeas and nays as 








follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bedinger, Biggs, James Black, 
James A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, William G. 


n 
Brown, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Clarke 
Cobb, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dillingham, 
Dobbin, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Eilett, Erdman, Ficklin, 
Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, lin, Harmanson Hastings, 
G.8 Houston, E. W. Hubard, Hungerford, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Lawrence, 
Leffier, La Sere, Lumpkin, MeClean, McClelland, McCrate, 
McDaniel, MeKay, Barkley Martin, Morris, Norris, Parrish, 
Payne, Phelps, P lisbury, Reid, Reilfe, Ritter, Roberts, Saw- 
whey > ea Sere 8 oa oon thaciesen? 
0 mith, Stanton ac ’ 
Thurman, Tibbatts, Tredway, Wentworth, Wick, wit. 
wae ee Woodward, and ——. 
! essrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, 
Adams, Arnold, Barringer. Benton, Blanchard, d, 
Hi. Campbell, : 5 Cocke, 





John Catheart, ‘ohn G. 

Cranston, Dargan, Dixon, J H. oot, Graham, | 

Grinnell, Grover, Hale, Hampton, Henley, ry, John W. | 
. 


epartment forthe oe ending || 








Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, | 


Joseph R. Ingersoll, Leake, Lewis, Long, Marsh, Newton, 
Julius Rockwell, Russell, Seddon, Severance, Stewart, 
Benjamin Thompson, Trumbo, and White—61. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and was engrossed and read a 
third time, and passed. 


The bill in addition to and in amendment of the 
several acts to Promote the progress of the useful 
arts was then taken up. 

Mr. STANTON moved the previous question; 


IONAL GLOBE. 


and under its operation the amendments of the | 
Committee of the Whole were concurred in, the , 


bill ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
and was engrossed and read a third time and passed, 

The bill making appropriations for the Indian 
Department for the year ending June 30, 1848, was 
then taken up, and the report of the Committee of 
the Whole concurred in, viz: to agree to all the 
amendments of the Senate except the last, which 
was disagreed to. 


Academy for the year ending June 30, 1848, and 
the amendments of the Senate thereto, as reported 


by the Committee of the Whole, was next taken up. | 


The question was stated to be on concurring | 


with the Committee of the Whole in their agree- 
ment to the amendments of the Senate, and, being 
ut— 


tee of the Whole in their agreement to the Senate’s 
amendments. 


houses and for other purposes was next taken up. 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion; and under its operation the amendments of 


the Committee of the Whole were concurred in, and | 


the bill ordered to be engrossed and read a third 


| time, and was engrossed and read a third time, 


i 
f 
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when— 
The question recurred on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion; and under its operation the bill was passed, 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Bell, Blanchard, 
Brinkerhoff, William W. Campbell, Cathcart, John G. Chap- 
man, Cocke, Cranston, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Delano, De 
Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Douglass, Dunlap, Ed: all, John H. 
Ewing, Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Grinnell, Grover, Hale, 
Hamlin, Hampton, Hastings, Henley, Henry, I. E. Holmes, 
Hough, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, J. R. Inger- 
soll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, Law- 
rence, Leffler, La Sere, Lewis, Ligon, Long, Maclay, Mc- 
Clelland, McCrate, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, 
Moseley, Newton, Niven, Norris, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ripley, 


| Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Russell, 


Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, 
Robert Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, Thomas- 
son, Benjamin Thompson, Tibbatts, Trumbo, Vinton, Went- 
worth hite, Williams, Winthrop, and Wright—®9. 
NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Barringer, Bedinger, 


| Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowdon, Bow- | 


lin, Boyd, William G. Brown, Augustus A. Chapman, Reu- 


| ben Chapman, Clarke, Cobb, Cottrell, Crozier, Cullom, 
| Cunningham, Da 

lin, Garvin, Graham, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Edmund | 
W. Hubard, Joseph Johnson, Audrew Johnson, George W. | 


niel, Dobbin, Etlett, Erdman, Faran, Fick- 


Jones, Kaufman, Leake, Lumpkin, McCiernand, McDaniel, 
Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, McKay, Barkley 
Martin, Morris, Partish, Payne, Phelps, Reid, Reife, Ritter, 
Roberts, Sawyer, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. 


| Sims, Stanton, Jacob Thompson, Towns, Tredway, Wick, 


Wilmot, Woodward, and Yost—63. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reconsider the 
vote just taken, and also moved to lay that motion 
on the table; which was agreed to. 

The next bill taken u 


the marine corps of the United States. 


The amendment of the Committee of the Whole | 


d and read a third time, and was engrossed 
and read a third time, and passed. 
And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fray, February 26, 1847. 
The reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 


A number of bills from the House was read a 
first and second times, by unanimous consent, and 
referred to the appropriate committees. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a communication from the Secre of War, 
accompanied by fifty-eight copies of the official 


Army Register; which was read. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. DIX presented four petitions of citizens of 


was the bill to increase | 
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New York, praying that the Tonawanda bard of 
Indians may be exempted from the operation of 
the Seneca treaty of 1842; which were laid upon 
the table. 

Also, the memorial of Russell Sturgis, praying 
that a register may be issued fer a British vessel 
pacmene and repaired by him in the United 

tates; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York, pray- 
ing an alteration in the system of disposing of the 
public lands of the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, additional documents relating to the claim 
of Amos Holton; which, with his petition on the 
the files of the Senate, were referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of Wil- 
liam T. Saywood, ol others, praying that a regis- 
ter may be issued for the barque Canton, a foreign 
vessel which was wrecked upon the coast of the 


| United States, and purchased and rebuilt by them; 


The bill making appropriations for the Military || which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 
Mr. CAMERON presented five petitions of in- 
habitants of Pennsylvania, praying such altera- 


| tions in the Constitution and laws of the United 


States as will abolish slavery throughout the Union; 
the motion to receive which was laid upon the 


g é . || table. 
The House refused to coneur with the Commit- | 


Mr. ALLEN presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Ohio in favor of increasing the pay and 


ws : git || allowing bounty land to the soldiers in the service 
The bill authorizing the erection of certain light- || y 


of the United States and Mexico, tendering to the 


| Government the aid of that State in bringing the 


it 
' 


i] 


| Sheppard, heir of 


war to an honorable conclusion, and expressing 
their high sense of the gallant conduct of the army 
in Mexico; which were read, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
Mr. ee the petition of Henry 
illiam Sheppard, deceased, a 


| revolutionary soldier, praying a pension; which 


| 
i} 
| 


} 


1} 


| 





| 





was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. DICKINSON presented a preamble and res- 
olution of the Legislature of New York, in favor 


| of the enactment of a law to regulate the transport- 
ation of passengers on board of merchant vessels; 


which were read and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of citizens of 
Massachusetts, praying that an appropriation may 
be made for a light-boat at the entrance of the Vine- 
yard Sound and Buzzard’s Bay; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
John Lorimer Graham, late postmaster of the city 
of New York, praying that authority may be con- 
ferred upon the auditor of the Post Office Depart- 
ment to audit his accounts for expenditures in fitting 
up post offices in said city; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, it was ordered 
that 500 extra copies of the report of the Commis« 
sioner on Indian Affairs, with the accompanying 
documents, upon the case of the Tonawanda band 
of Indians, be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom had been referred the bill from the House 
making appropriations for the support of the army 
and of volunteers, for the year ending 30th June, 
1848, and for other purposes, reported the same 
with amendments. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 


| Lands, to whom had been referred the amendments 
‘| of the House to the bill of the Senate, to establish 


an additional land office in the northern part of the 
State of Michigan, and to provide for the sale of 
the mineral lands of the United States in the State 
of Michigan and Territory of Wisconsin, reported 
thereon. The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whom had been 
referred the bill from the House to amend the act 
entitled “‘ An act to reduce the rates of postage, to 
* limit the use and correct the abuse of dicts. 
‘ing privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on 
‘the revenues of the Post Office rtment,’’ 
passed March 3, 1845; reported the same without 
amendment. 

The Senate ed to the consideration of 
said bill as in committee of the whole. 

No amendment having been offered, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to a <hird read- 
ing, and was, by unanimous consent, read a third 
time, and " 
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Mr. CRITTENDEN asked leave to introduce | given much will be req 


the following bill: 


A BILL to provide some relief for the suffering people of | 


Ireland and Scotland. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the United States 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause to be purchased | 


such provisions as he may deem suitable and proper, and to 
cause the same to be transported and tendered, in the name 
of the Government of the United States to that of Great 
Britain, for the relief of the people of Ireland and Scotland, 
suflcring from the great calamity of scarcity and famine. 
Sue. 2. nd he it further enceted, That the sum of five hun- 
dred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropri- 


sted, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro- | 


printed, to carry into effect this act. 


Sec. 3. ind be it further enacted, That the President of 


the United States be, and he ia hereby authorized, at his 
discretion, to employ any of the public ships of the United 
States for the transportation of the provisions to be purchased 
as aforesaid. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said: In accordance with | 
notice given on a former day, I rise to introduce | 
this bill for the relief of the suffering poor of Ire- | 


land and Seotland; but before I make this motion, 
I] beg leave to make a very few remarks. The 
whole world has heard of the calamity which has 
fallen on Ireland and Scotland; of the scarcity and 
famine which prevail there. IL do not come here 
with an empty parade of words, to impress the 
picture of a famishing people upon the minds of 
this honorable body. I come to discharge only 
what | consider a solemn duty. It is our duty as 
representatives of the people, to carry out their 
views as they have been presented to this body. 
‘The calamity is no ordinary one. It has not come 
upon that people as the result of idleness or folly 
on their part. It is one of those inscrutable dis- 
pensations of Providence, to which we are, as na- 
tions, one and all liable, and in which we must be, 
one and all, interested. ‘The depth and extent of 
the calamity is known to the whole world, and the 
whole world must feel for the sufferers. It may 
be asked, Was it any duty of ours to attempt to 
relieve their sufferings? Was it our duty to inter- 
pose our charity? He thoughtit was. Our liber- 
ality has been exhibited as a nation in cases by no 
means as pressing and appalling. The bill which 
] have drawn up is in the language of the bill 
passed in 1812 for the relief of the people of Ven- 
ezucla, suffering from the effects of an earthquake. 
I have copied it from that bill, which was approved 
May 8&8, 1812. The bill was introduced by a com- 
mittee, of which Mr. Macon was chairman. The 
character of Mr. Macon is well known. 
his ceaseless vigilance he was looked upon as the 
watchman of the Constitution. The bill passed 
by a unanimous vote in the House of Representa- 


From | 


tives; and I notice among those voting for it, the | 


names of Randolph, Richard M. Johnson, (of m 


own State.) and the honorable Senator from South | 


Carolina, [Mr. Carnoun.] loe 
that there was any opposition to it in the Senate, 
and that bill appropriated $50,000. In that case 


It does not appear 


there was but a partial calamity arising from an | 
earthquake. No great national calamity continued | 


to sweep the people from the face of the earth; it 
was a case of partial and local distress; yet that case 
presented a sufficient motive for the exercise of 
our national sympathy. How much more appal- 
ling and wide-spread is the calamity now appeal- 
ing to our charity! The people, too, of Venezuela 
were of a different race from us; yet they were 
men, and the appeal came to us, connected only by 
the tie of a common humanity; and we, as a na- 
tion, interfered for their relief. But who are the 
sufferers now? ‘They are our kindred—bound to 
us not merely by a common humanity, but by 2 
more intimate bond of brotherhood. We are, to 
a great extent, the descendants of the people of Ire- 
jand. 
men, and every day the tie is strengthened and en- 


We ave the kindred and offspring of Lrish- | 


deared by emigrants coming to our shores to become | 
one with us. It is not, then, as in the case of Vene- | 
zuela, the mere claim of a common humanity, but | 


the tie of a more endearing brotherhood. This ca- 
Jamity fills the world with the voice of lamentation, 
Are we not, then, as men and as Christians, bound 
to listen and respond? I think we are. So far as 
the constitutional argument is concerned, with the 
voice of suffering ringing in my ears, and this pre- 
cedent before me, | lay down all objections at the 
feet of Tr: But are we not under other obli- 


gations, which ineite us to this act of charity? Our | 


own happy land is crowned with coors surpas- 
sing in A riitity and abundance anythin 
tory of nations. Do not these blessings lay any 


obligation upon us? From him te whom much is || those whose warm hearts are new in 


ing in the his- | 


1} 


| into 


| red with each other’s blood. 


| way. 
have it heralded with the sound of trumpet, to call | 


| thorize the President to send cut a national vessel, 
_ under the national flag, to the British Government, 


| the Government of one people rejoicing in plenty, 


_ frowning with implements of destruction, but waft- 
_ing substantial evidences of a nation’s good-will to 
| the afflicted of another nation. 
| would not only mark the onward march of benev- 


_borne under our national flag. 
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with which we are blessed increases our obligation 
to act generously, as well as charitably and justly, 
and to render obedience to the great law of human- 
ity. It would be strange if our Constitution was 
so fashioned and framed as to interdict the exer- 
cise of Christian charity by a nation, the hearts of 
whose people prompt them to offer such assistance 
as is now proposed. It would bg to suppose that 
the Constitution was set up in Opposition to the 


commandment of our religion, and in a spirit of || 


superhuman presumption, and in laying down 

vulen for the government of our free people, to re- 

peal that high law of Heaven—that law of the King | 
of Kings. Butno, sir; no, sir. There was no such 
design as this ip the hearts of those noble and patri- 
otic men who Teed the Constitution. Every con- 
sideration of high moral and political character calls 
upon us to meet this question in a liberal spirit. I 
have pointed your attention to the extremity of 
this distress, and to a strong precedent in a case 
not half so strong in our Congressional history. 
I have pointed to the wide-spread famine which | 
calls to us for relief—to the tie of our common hvu- | 
manity, and to the still higher obligations of our 

religion. But there are other incentives almost as 

strong and as high as those to which I have refer- 

red. What will be the influence of such an ex- 

ample? What a spectacle will it be for the people | 
of the world to admire, to see one nation holding 
out her hands full of plenty, and pouring joy and 
consolation into hearts now sick with sorrow, and 
homes desolate and famine-stricken. Can 
you imagine any moral spectacle more sublime 
than that of one nation holding out the hand which | 
is full of plenty to the suffering people of another 
nation? Hitherto, the hands of nations have been 
National hearts have 
been without sympathy and without charity. 
Thank God! it is not so now! Governments have 
been converted to Christianity, and have learned | 
that the great source of human happiness consists | 
in peace and amity between nations. The day is 
coming when nations will be bound together in a 
common brotherhood, and war, if not extingnished 
and forgotten, will be less frequent, and will only 
exist from overwhelming necessity. There is 
nothing more noble than to give to the hungry and 
and naked food and raiment, to the extent of our 
ability. We should be proud of the opportunity, | 
and that we possess ample means to improve it, 
The people every where are moved to act charitably. 
From Boston to New Orleans the heart of the na- 
tion is alive and panting with the-spirit of charity. | 
The village emulates the city in the exhibition of | 
the noblest sympathy with the sufferers. We but | 
follow the impulses of the national heart by giving | 
this national bounty. We but act within the pale 

of our constitutional duty when we undertake this 

great work. We can do what individual charity 

cannot do. We can make the bounty national. I | 
would not give the national reputation of such an | 
act for ten times the appropriation proposed. I | 
would not have the act done in an ostentatious 
I would have it unobtrusive. I would not 








the attention of the world to our acts; but I would 
have it done effectively and nationally; and to have 
it more national, I have introduced a clause to au- 


carrying the national contribution—a present from 


to another Government, to be distributed among 

ity people, suffering from a national calamity. 
What a great and glorious spectacle, to see the 

floating instruments of death, their decks no longer 


Such exhibitions 


olent civilization, and brighten the intercourse be- 
tween nations, but would speak the longing aspi- | 
rations of the nations of the earth for the advent | 
of a holier and a happier day. Yes, sir, I would | 
have this offering of our sympathy and fraternal | 
feelings for the generous sons of Erin and Scotia, 
I would have all 





| the world honor, and love, and welcome that flag, 


not only as it is now known, as the flag of valor; 


_ but T would broaden its stripes and brighten its 


stars by making it the welcome messenger of gen- | 


| erosity, and humanity, and fraternal feeling, to 


on. 


uired. The very abundance | The bill was then read a first time. 
| Mr. J.M. CLAYTON moved that it be reag : 





| second and third time to-day, and passed. jp 
(said he,) I need any apology for offering myself 
as an advocate for the measure now before the Sen. 
ate, I shall find it in the resolutions recently adopt. 
ed by the representatives in the Legislature of ih, 
State of Delaware, which I in part represent, de. 
claring that the people of that State will sanction 
and approve any measures which the General Goy. 
ernment can adopt, to furnish or forward supplies 
of food to the poor and destitute people of Ireland 
and requesting me, with my colleagues in Con. 
gress, to aid in the adoption of such measures 
They have also resolved that no better use couid 
be made of a national vessel than in carrying relief 
to suffering thousands, and that it would be a cir. 
cumstance worthy of note in the advance of Chris. 
tian charity, honorable in the sight of God ang 
man, if the good ship Pennsylvania, or one of our 
noble war steamers, should be employed for a sea. 
son in conveying to that dinntaned country the 
food which benevolence is ready to furnish jn 
abundance, but which it is unable, unless at great 
| expense and oer to send by the ordinary means 

of conveyance. The reason assigned in the pre. 
amble to these resolutions for their adoption, is, 
‘* that it becomes us as a Christian people, blessed 
‘ with a superabundance of the necessaries of life, 
* to extend aid to our fellow-men, who are perish- 
| ‘ing with hunger and want.”’ These resolutions, 
| Mr. President, meet with my most hearty conecur- 
rence, and I shall respond to the sentiments which 
they express by the vote which I shall give on this 
bill. It is scarcely necessary, however, to offer 
this apology, after the eloquent speech of my friend 
from Kentucky. And if any Senator here thinks 
that he is obstructed by constitutional difficulties 
from giving relief to the suffering people of Ireland 
and Scotland, I have on my table the means to re- 
move his scruples. 

As to the extent of the distress in Ireland and 
| Scotland, we may gather some just opinion of it 
from the recent speech of the Queen of Great Brit- 
ain, and from the debates in Parliament, as well 
as from the columns of the public press. I hold 
in my hand some numbers of the Hull Advertiser, 
reciting facts which exhibit the extreme destitution 
of the inhabitants of unhappy Ireland, as well as 
| those of the Highlands of Scotland, which no man 
whose heart is in the right place, can read without 
emotions of pity, and even of horror. Men, wo- 
men, and children, have been endeavoring to sustain 
nature, while sinking for the want of food, by eat- 
ing sea-weed and grass, deprived also of clothing 
and fire. The ravages of disease and. pestilence, 
have followed in the train of famine, and the bodies 
| of men, women, and children, who have thus 
| perished in great numbers, have been buried with- 
| out coffins. The supply of food is daily diminish- 
ing, and all the exertions of the Government, which 
seems to be straining every nerve to succor the 
distressed, have been, and it is evident will con- 
tinue to be, to’a great extent, unavailing. Men 
are now thinking not of future crops nor of the 
seed-time and harvest to come, but their whole 
thoughts are devoted to the single subject of imme- 
diate safety and escape from the horrors of abso- 
lute starvation. Other countries in Europe are 
unable to aid the sufferers. Indeed, many of them 
are scarcely able to supply themselves with the 
necessary aliment of life. Scotland, as well as 
England, with France, Belgium, and other nations, 
where the crowded masses of mortality have been 
for years — increasing consumption beyond their 
powers of supply, can render no effective assistance 
to our unhappy fellow-men in Ireland. : 

The day has arrived when Europe stretches ovt 
her hands to America for aid in an hour of distress, 
which has scarcely a parallel in the annals of 
modern history. bn the other hand, how stands 
the case with us? Since the foundations of this 
republic were laid, there has never been a year in 
which the fruits of the earth were poured forth in 

gore abundance from the bosom of our soil than 
| during that which has just passed away. 
| has blessed us not only with enough for our own 

consumption, but, as I verily believe, with the 


} 











abundant means to supply the immediate wants of 

every other living creature whom He has made in 

his own image. Under these circumstances it has 
| been suggested by some, that private benevolence 

among our countrymen may prove sufficient to 
\ supply the wants and pressing necessities 


ies of both 
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